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[All the precepts whxch Moses - tecewed on’: Smax, were gtven together with their
mterpretanon, as 1t 1s sa1d “And I w1ll give nnto thee the tables of stone, and the law, and
the. commandment (Exodus 24 12) "The la“?’ refers to the Wntten Law, *and the
commandment, to its_interpretation. God bade us fulfnl the Law in accordance with “the
commandment ”: This. commandment refers: to_ that, which is called the' Oral Law. - The
] 'before hxs death i his own hand He
presented a scroll to each trxbe ana aepostted one in’ the Ark for a testnnony, as it is said

"Take thls b_ook_ of the law and put it by the s1de of the Ark of the Covenant of the
: ' 2 witne: gamst thee” (Deut 31 26) “The

whole of the Law wis: wntten by Moses, ur te:-lch«-rJ

= -

charge concernmg 1t to the Elclers, to Joshua and to the rest of Israel, as it is said

“All” thxs “which' T command yous, that shall”! ye " obscrve” to do; “thou- shalt ' not .add

‘théreto, nor dmnmsh from it (Deut 4:2)" Hence, it is styled” the ‘Oral Law_"

tf "Although the “Oral 'Law was niot comrmtted to wrmng, - Mioids taught “the’ whole of it,
in’ his' ‘court, to the seventy‘“eldersv as’ wcll as ‘to- Eleazar, theas and ]oshua—all thtee
of whon” recexved 1t from Moses To Joshua, h1s dlscxple, ol teacher, Moses, dehvered
the Oral:Law: and charged: him' ‘concerning it.r So:1too,: _Joshua,; thrgughout. his life, taught

orally.; - Many. - elders: ,receiyedé,;;the +Oral -Law. from Joshuai-< Eli - received . it- from the

‘elders’ and- from. ‘Phineas -Samuel,- from‘ Eli¢ and h1s ~court: ‘David from Samuel and

hxs court Ahl]ah the thlomte, was among those yvho had _come “forth from Egypt.

‘He_ was _a Levxte and had heard t_he Law _ftom ‘Moses, in  his chlldhood.

He recexved the Oral Law from Dav_xd and‘ h:s court Ehjah recelved it from VAhl]ah
the Shdomte, and hxs court. Ehsha, ftom Idh]ah and lns court Jehoxada/ the Priest,
from Elisha and hls court. Zechanah from Jehmada and his court. . Hosea, from
Zechariah .and,hls court. Amos, from Hosea and ‘his court. Isatah,' from Amos and his
court. Micah, from Isaiah and his court. Joel, from Micah and his court. Nahum, from
Joel and his court. Habakkuk, VftovaNahum and his court. Zephaniah, from Habakkuk
and his court. Jeremiah; from Zephaniah and his court. Baruch, the son of Neriah,
from Jeremiah and his- court. *'Ezra and his court received it from Baruch and hxs court.

/
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The members.of Ezra’s court are. called “The Men, of ‘the Great Synagogue.” L
were I-Iagga.l, Zechariah, - Malaclu . Daniel, Hana.ma.h sthael and Azariah, Nehetmah

T el R

the ‘son of Hachahah Mordecal, Zeruba.bel and many other sages, numberm

,,,,,,

of Johanan of ]erusalem, ind theu' court, from 'Anngonos and hls ‘court.™ ]oshua, _' \
son' of Perahiah, ‘and "Nitai ‘the" Arbelite and their court, from’ José the sori"of ]oeml
and “Joseph the s son ‘of "Johanan and ‘théir ‘codrt,= Judah; the son" of Tébbat, and- Suneon,

the son”of - Shemh -and:their court received- from Joshua, the-son: of Perahiah and Nitai 5"
the Arbehf.e and- then' ‘court.. Shemmah and Abtahon, proselytes of righteousness,® and -
thexr court recewed from” ]udah a.nd Slmon and theu' court. Hdlel and Shammai_and " :

| St e Bh -

chéir' icolirt recexved from Shemaiah” and ’Abl:allon and theu- court, . . Rabban, Johanan, thé ,

B

son “of*Zacca'i, > and- Rabba.n Snneon,zth'éuson ‘of Hlllel recelved fro;n Hillel and his court. :
Rabban: Johanan ben: Zaccat: hsd five_disciples -who - were: t.be most dlstmgu:shed among

the SChOh‘lrs whos reccwed the. Oral. Law from hnn They were. Babbl Eliezer the Great,**-' "I

Rabbl Joshua, Rabb1 ]ose the Pnest,,r_R'_glalz} Sngeqn, the son of Nathaniel and Ra.bb:
Eleazar, the son of Arach: Rabbl Aklba t}xc son of JOseph recelved the Oral Law from .
Rabbi Elsezet ‘the Great Joseph lns fat.her, was a prosefyte of rlghteousnessi Rabbl_:
Ishmaelx and’. Rabbi Meu‘, ‘the” son' of i proselyte of nghteousness*, received the‘
Oral- Law from Rabbi Akxba~- Rabbx Mcu and his colleagues. also’ received it from Rabbi
Ishmael The colleagues of Rabb1 Me:.r\ were. Rabb: ]udah Rabbx ]ose, Rabb1 Siméon,
Rabb1 Nehemlah Rabb: Eleazar, “the’ son’ of Shammua, Rabbl Johanan, the sandal-maker,
Slme;)n“ e sonof Azzax and " Rabbi “Hananiah ‘the" s¢ sori of ‘Teradion. - Rabbi ‘Akiba’s
colléagiies” received  the Oral Law “also. from “Rabbi“‘Eliezer "the Great. The colleagues of
Rabbi; Akiba were: Rabbi Tarfon; the-‘teacher-of; Rabbi- José thexGalilean, Rabbi Simeon,
the_son, of Eleazar, a.nd Rabl:n Johanan,,'_t_he son of Nun Rabban Gamaliel the Elder
recewed the Oral Law from Rabban Slm'on, h:s fal:her, a son of Hlllel the Elder. Rabban

Suneon, his son, recewed 1t from Tum Rabban Gamahel hls son, received it, from him.

Rabban Slmeon, hisson, recelved it ftom '"hith. YRabbx Judah; the s son of Rabban Snneon,

" is the Rabbl, called Our Teacher, the Saint. He received the Law from his father

and from Rabb1 Eleazar, the son of Shammua and from Rabbi Suneon, his fathers

*i.e;, full proselytes in “contradistinction to proselytes of the gate who only accepted the
obhganon of the seven Noachide precepts. , :
** Rabbi Eliezer, son of Hyrcanus.:

~
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colleagues Our Teacher, the Samt, ol p_xled the Muhtnh From the time of Moses to that
of Our Teacher, thezi_Samt no: work had:- been composed Atom ‘which ‘the Oral Law was
pubhcl;r “taught. .- But in each generatton, the. head of the then. elxxstmg -court. or; tlae

by

prophet of that umc wrote down_ for lns prwaoe use a mcmora.ndum of the" tradxtrons

o i S

 which e had heard from his teachets, ‘and . which he taught otally in public. So" oo,

ol A Y F‘-I‘&ﬂ rt-”_ ree demeg L E i S h‘nrr'-
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»_every student wrote down, accordmg to his abrlu:y, the exposmon of the Torah, and of its

T lE Sl e ‘o‘;--. e f“\"- rot e e’ 'wn.r -n'-- - Parps nnr-u-

s e
la as :_hear t.hem, “as: well as the new matter evolved in each generatlon, whtch

hemxencuucal rules ancl had _heen adopted byr the~ Supreme Court: Thts was the ‘method
‘in vogue' nll_ the_,ume of Ou.r Teacher, the Samt.w Fou SR ¥t \

.‘.l

.\..~\ l‘.s.... -.--..-Js :,‘-‘ &

had been deduced by the g2 urts in successive generanons All t.l'ns materral he redacted

‘..-— —4.-1;,-?. R I ,..,..-- g o .r—m'...m,- ~

in _the Mishnah, wlnch‘ was drlrgently taught n publrc, and thus became umversally known

',;,- h s o 5 g

among oy ]ewrsh people Cop:es of it were made and wxdely drssermnated, so that the Ofal ~ "

P

Law nught ot be’ forgotten in’ Israel~ e 1 ~“'.':'.' cAn

‘; Ci .
or ":‘ Why dtd Our Teachet, the SaJnt« act so;and-not:leave t.l'nngs as they were"> Because :
‘ he cobserved that the number of drscrples was drmuushrng, fresh calamities were contmually

happemng, the wn:l:ed Govern.ment was extendmg :ts domam and increasing in power, and

Israelltes were wandermg an_d ‘em 3grat1ng to dlstant countnes He therefore composed

-7',-&-‘-.»“9

aiworl: to serve sa handbook for”all_-and the contents of which could be rapidly
Lstudred and would not “be’ forgotten Thrbugl;out his: hfe, be and his colleagues were

.

rbengaged i gm.ng pubhc mstructron in th\. sthnah ‘“Among ‘the sages “who were rnernbers

.W/WW of “our’ san.ted master’s “Eourt a.ndr "erved mstrucuon in the Oral Law from him, the

followmg were the: most chstmgulshed his, sons,: Simeon~and :Gamaliel; Rabbi Efes; Rabbi
Yohanan -and. Rabb1 Hoshara ~These were- the: most illustrious of the sages who received
mstrucnon from hun, besides thousands and tens, of thousands other scholars Although

Wi woeT

these eleven are named as, havmg recerved mstructron from our sainted “feacher and
TR oy e o s gmeme

arteuded his college, Rabbi Yohanan was a chrlcl at the ume, and, at a subsequent
perxod a pup1l of Rabb1 Yannar from whorn 1 &eived instruction. Rav also received
mstructxon from Rabb1 Yannal, as. Samuel ‘did from Rabbi Hamna, son of Hama, IRav
comprled the Sxfra and ‘the Stfre the purpose of ‘which is to expound and teach the
prmcrples of the Mishnah. R. Hiya compiled the Tosefta, to explain the subject
matter of the Mmhnah So too, Rabbi Hoshaia and Bar Kappara ‘compiled. Borattba:,
to eluc1date the ‘text of ‘the - Mtshnah Rabb1 Yohanan composed the Jerusalem Talmud

.‘/‘ .
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..recewed_ such« instruction - from: Rabbi-: Johanan were: Rabbah grandson of - Hanah lR

by Rav' Hina ‘and Rav: ‘Judah, were Rabbah “and Rav” _]oseph Among the “discip
of. Rabbah and Rav, Joseph wete. Abaié and Rava. The last two were also instructed

Rav. Nahman, . Among Rava’s. drscrples were Rav. Ashr and Ravma Mar, son “of IRav 3

_Ashi ‘was: inistrueted by his: father; Ray  Ashi and by Ravma

w#’fmniﬁif ;15“"“ - Accordingly, counting back’ from Rav Ashr 10y Moses ours teacher, (upon whom b
S ettt peace) thete were forty generations of scholars (who recerved the Oral Law each fro :

AR 7 predecessors 1.n "unbroken successmn) as fo]iows‘ i "
\ J

Ihahk B Ty Rav Ash1 recewed from Rava, (2) Rava “from Ra.bbah (3) Rabbah from Ra
Huna, (4) . Rav_ Huna _from Rabbi _ Johanan _Rav and Samuel; (5) ‘' Rabb
Johana.n, Rav and Samuel Tom Ohit' Teacher, the “Saint; (6) Our Teacher, the Saint,
from: his:-father;: Rabb: _Simeon; o(7)h: Rabbi - S1me‘ ~from -his father, Rabban Gamaliel;
(8) Rabban Gamahel from his father, Rabban Sitnéc

Joseph, (the son of ]ohanan) L6) Joseph, (son- of Joezer) and Joseph (sori of Johanan)
from; Antxgonos‘; (17) Antigonos: from Simor' ‘the~ Just, (18) -Simon the Just from Ezra;
( 19). Ezra from Baruch; (20) Baruch from _]eremlah (21) Jeremiah from Zephamah
(22) Zephaman from HabakRuk; (23} “Habakkuk from Nahum; (24) Nahum from Joel;
(25):Jcel. from Micah; (26)- Mlcah frorn Isaiah; (27) Tsaiah from Amos; (28) Amos from
Hosea; (29) Hosea from Zecharrah (30) Zechariah from Jehoiadah; {31) Jehmadah

fromi” Elisha; (32) "Elisha” frdm Elijah;” (33) Elijah"from Ahijah; (34) Ahijah from

David;_ (35)., David from Samuel (36) _Samuel. from, Eli;. (37). Eli from Phineds; (38)
‘Phineas. frorn Joshua; (39) Joshua from Moses, our teacher, (40) Moses, our teacher, the
teacher of all prophets; from the Eternal;, God of Israel. == . =

0 1,.35 o ‘W 2 All the sages here mentioned . were the great men of the successive generations; some
’ a/ ,,, ,r) A of thein wete presidents of colleges, some exilarchs, and some were members of the
gieat Syrihedtia; besides’ theém were thousands”and” mytiads of disciplés and fellow-students.
Ravina and Rav_Ashi closed. the_ list of the sages_of 'the ‘the Talmud. Rav Ashi it was who
' ,’f? Ny {_r Compiled the Babylonian Talmud in the [and of Shinar (Babylon) about a _9entury after

. Rabbi Johanan had compiled the ; Jerusalem " Talmud. - These Ytwo - Talmuds contain an
fi,Dexposmon of the text of the Mishnah and an elucu{atron of its abstruse points and of the
i .9new sub]ect-matter that had been added by the various courts from the days of Our
a4 Teacher, the ‘Saint, till the compilation of the Talmud.{The two Talmuds, the Tosefta, the
: Sifra and the Sifré, and the Toseftoth are the sources, from all of which is elucidated what
0} is.forbidden and what is permitted, 'what is unclean and what is clean, what is a penal
violation and what involves no penalty, what is fit to be used and what is unfit for use,
all in accordance with the traditions received by the sages from their predecessors
in unbroken succession up to the teachings of Moses as he received them on Sinai.
m‘iFrom these sources too, are ascertained the decrees, instituted by the sages and prophets, in

N
—

Huna, Rav ]uda.h Rav Nahman ‘and Rav’ Kahana Among ‘the drstmguxﬁhed sages Who' Zi5

' (9) Rabban Simeon from his father,
Rabban Gamahel\(the Elder) (16 Rabban Gamaliel (the Elder) from his father, Rabban
Simeon;. (11)  Rabban Simeon.. from - his. father, Hillel. and. from -Shammai; (12) Hillel™

" ‘and ‘Shammai from Shemaiah" ~arid - Abtahon, "(13) “Shemaiah and Abtalion from Judah
dnd Sirheoti; {( 14), Judaki ‘ahd Simeon from Joshua,” (the son of - Perahlah) and Nitai (the -
Arbelite) ;. (15 ). Joshua and Nitai_, (the. Arbehre) from Joseph (the son of Joezer) and -
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expressinjunction,. “Ye ' shall keep-my charge—- (Ley:-18: 30), thatis,” “Ordam
preserve— My “charge.” * Fromi. these sources’ a dlear conc ception _is also “obta
customs- and~ordmances, either *fo:mally—mtroduce&m“vanous generanohs by their respect.we
authormes or that ‘came into use’ w1th theu: sancnon from lehese it is s forbidd

each generatlon, 1O “servéas a profecting ferice” abit ‘the Law, n’ accordance wuh

to. the. nght hand, nor.to the lcft . (Deut. 17 11) So too these works contain the clearly
estabhsheci Judgments and rules not recexved from Moses, but w%uch’ the Suprem Court of

wlnch afcumulated f:om “the” days f’-Moses to his own’ umr .3

the Gemara._ The sages of the Mlshn,

the book of: Geneszs, and” RaH:n Ishmael a* cornmentary‘ ”Penfa't‘euch fro

Mechilta. | “Rabbi Akiba. also wrote' 2 Mechxlta- ¥ 5, “who® lived subsequen
compiled Midrashim.: "All thesé" works “Wefé composed- before the” Babylonian Talmud.

o feyeo U Ravina and Rav Ashi- and their colleagues were_the. last_of..the great sages-who fu-mly
Nl 'wk.,w? emed ‘the Oral . Law, ma&e "decrees, and’” orumances aﬁ mtroduced customs.”,
;w"‘*""': Q‘g\éw?\ decrees, ordmances and- cus:oms obtamed’ inive -
‘5},;‘_»—-"5‘ . /?ithev settled 1 e B
oo /iw;)%@’ s Afeert the Court of Rav As Whe' comphed the Gcmara “which was finally completed
) K ﬂte days of his son, an extraordinarily great ‘dispersion’ of Israe throughout “the world -

took:’ place. The people ermgrated to remote paits- © The~ prevalence ‘of -
wars-andthe matchsof armies “made avel? insecure.™ The study” of the Torah™ declined:
The - Jewish people did not flock “to. the: colleges,_in their thousands, and téns of thousands
a8 heretofores but ‘in eachcity | and country, mdl\rlduals “who felt the” "divine " call” gatﬁemd
together and occupied: themselves; with- the-Torah; studles all the pyorks of 'the sages; and’ 77, 2
from these, learnt the rnethod of legal mcerpretatxon KL Y cniSorirms e
If°3 colirt"established in “any councry, after the time’ of the Talmud, made decrees ¥ {d"
and .ordinances .. or.. introduced: customs “for :those + fésiding: in’ its pamcular country
of for “residents of other countncs, its+ enactments did ot obtain' the' accéptance of all ]
Israel Because ‘of: the " reroteness:‘of-“the: Jewish “Settléments “and “the difficulties of travel.
And as the court of any particular country consisted of individuals (whose authority was \k
not umversally gmsed), whde the Supreme Court of 'seventy-one members had, several '

wadea o wr -
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v ‘5' RN explanations Aof difficulties “in  the” TalmudT These, the ‘Geonim ° ‘aniswered, according’ to

\Q’“ﬂv Sye‘.n-s before the compllatxon of the Talmud “ceased to-  exist, “no mcompulston 15 exerc:se Lo
- (Qwﬂthose,hvmg:zm one; country_ to_observe - the: .customs. of -another. country ;. nor_is cotr

Ldﬁto issue a decree that had been lssued by another _court_in 'h

Gexnara, e catitor authouty is ot necessa.nly followed bt that view is adopu:d W
Seéms moré reasonable, whether it ber that of -an- earher or:later: authonty,

R lad, been . compxledl' “But whateveris alrea

" -bmdmg on -all - Israel-rAnd every city and c
Bound to observe all the' customs observed by the sages of the Geinara; "prom gate
their’ décreés; and' uphold their “institutions,” on- the" ground ” that™ all - these * cus
decrees_and_.:institutions. mentioned.. i the . Talmud ® received the . assent. of -all IsHeI
and those sages who 1hst1tuted t:he ordma.nces, lssued the decrees, mtroduced the toms,

or the ma]onty of Israel’s Wise men,’ They were the leaders who received’ from each’ other
e tradmons concemmg the fun&ame..mls of Judzusm, in unbroken succession b' k, to’

deeplyi “a-ﬂd be
‘who. flourished. in. the land of Israelgl) Shmar (2) Spam and’ ché, taugh: the method
of “the Talmud eluc1dated its * obscuntxea,‘ and expounaea the  various top1Cs with’ whléh
ie* deals.” For” itsvmethod” is! exteedingly piofound: = Fiirthermote; the \work is comiposed. in

Aramaic' mixed with' other“'languages-—thls having . been the vernacular of ‘the Babylonmn
_,ews at: t.he nme *when it ‘was. oomplled" In other countries, however, as. also in Babylon

apphci on were made to the Gaon of the day by residents of different cifies, askmg fo
their ability: . Those_who_had put_the questionscollected the responses which they made -
into books. for. stuély.s ~The ‘Geonim "also, at"different periods,. composed: commentaries. on T
the Talmud: Some of theni_ explamed specific laws; others, particular chapters that prcsenbcd I
dxff'cplnes to cheu contcmporanes ; _others again expounded complete treatises and entire




<“ not capal:zle of penetratmg to the depths of t.he Talmud )-Thls 1s the godly

allth

et

. Hence;- the {ommentarlesh'of ibe é'eon'xm ar:d‘ -;Ee‘l; -::o;xxpﬁa on ‘;of__laws— and —responsg o
J which® they ‘took’ caré to" make clear, h  ‘out™tiniés ‘become  hard to understand so_that

only a fe "

'f'dmdual: properly, comprehend tbem Needless fo' add that’ such ls'tfx‘e
in regard to the Talmud 1tselr—the Babyloman a:-_ hx'vell as the Palestuuan—thc St

a wise soul and considerable: study, indthen“one can learn from them the correct pra
. __to what is_forbidden or permltted and. the other rules of the Torah
On these grounds,-'

e 'r—l—‘v. -—4.35

W
& i
X A c}' accorda.nce w1th the conclusmns drawn from aII these compllatlons and:'commentaries. :ﬁax ’
. - e -
S, ﬁy have appeared from the Se of Moses o the present, so tbat all the rules shall be acce ‘SSIbl T
E >

l‘l\-.-..

of the “entire Oral" i’..aw, in

d days "of our “teacher” Moscs 6l the" complla'aon of ~'the Tal&iud 1Tas "Eiﬁ"ounded for.. o
E us: bx -the: Geonim iri-all- the works composed by them since the completion of the Talmud.
Hence, I have _entitled tl'us work" M zshneh Torah (Repetltlon of the Law), for the reason
that a person, “who first' reads the Wntten Law ‘and then tlus compllatlon, ‘will know from
it the whole of ‘the’ Oral Law, without havmg occasion to consult any other bogk between

them uu;-a« = s Jrvidat e cnbar Y = Py ris .
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s Correspondmg to 4937 "AM. (1177 CE)
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P'a’{;e Sa.

in reference to'd smgle Bxbhcal’i precept
is nch in tradmonal matter and form.s a smgle topu: Other secnons mclud

'mdcr. :.‘; :'.‘."w ,-';‘ ~'.i‘,‘";-?r i '.,' A -

o rEry o gn

are nega'we and thexr mnemorhc 15 the numb't of ciays in the solar year -

Blessed be the “all-mercxful who hath alded L T
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LIST 'éF PizECEst ACCORDING TO MAIMONIDES
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\_ 'AFFIRMATIVE PRECEPTS

Deut 5 6) s TQ acknowledge Hq u.mty, ‘as kat is saxd “The Lord our God the
is One” (Deut 6 4) 3. To. love Hlm as 1ﬁ is saxd “And thou shalt love the Lo
God?”. (Deut. 6:5)- 4. To Fear Him, ‘as it is said, “The" ‘Lord, tl'-y ‘God, shalt thou fear
(Deut: 6:13;:10:20).:5. =Topray to:Him, as it is said;“And ye shall setve the Lord - your
God” (Ex.. 23: 25) Service here, means Prayer.. , 6. To cleave to Him, as it is said,
me shal: thou cleave” (Deut "10- 20) 7. To swea.r by Hxs name, as it is sald “And by
.Hls name,- shalt %ou swear” % (Deut."10:20) 7 8. To imitate His good and upngat
“And: thou. shalt: walk in; His: ways” (Deut.. 28:9). - 9. :To “hallow His

ways; as it-iszsaid;.

‘name, as it is_said,. “And I will b \sapcnfled in_the midst of the children of Iscael” (Lev

22:32) 10. To read. t.he Shemd ﬁtw e dady, as it is said, “And thou shalt speak of them...
when thott liest down Ma.nd when thou risest up” (Deut..6:7). 11. To learn Torah and to
teach it;as dt:is: said;<"“Thour; shalt teach them-diligently: to thy.:children” (Deut. 6:7).
12. To_ bind the phy]actery on, the, ‘head; as it is said, - “And, they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes “(Deut,. 6: 8) 13 “To bind the phylactery on the arm;/as it is. said,
“And thou" shalt bmu “them 25 "a "sign upori thy hand” (Deut. 6:8). 14. To make fringes

(Z:zxtb), as it is said, “And they shall make for themselves fringes” (Num. 15:38).

FE 4

t
b
1
I




