Below are a series of terms from the book that you should make sure to be able to explain or interpret. In addition, there are some review questions at the bottom which may be useful to you in preparing your papers. Enjoy.

Terms and Names. Identify the following and explain their importance in Maimon’s narrative:

Josephus

Cabbalah—theoretical and practical; Cordoveran and Lurianic

Moreh nebhochim

Moses Lapidoth

Family tutor – what was this job and why does Maimon have it?

Hilchot Abhelot (Hilkhot Avelut)

New Chasidism

Königsberg 

Mendelssohn; Phaedo.

Berlin

Kritik (Critique) of Pure Reason by Immanuel Kant

Blood Libel

Radzivil (Radziwil) family

Arendar – arendant

Suggested review questions.

In chapter 8, Maimon talks of a “theft à la Rousseau.” What does he mean? And why is a reference to Rousseau relevant in this book?

Chapters 9, 10 and 11 are dedicated to sexuality and marriage. What is the relation between these in Maimon’s account? How is marital “worthiness” or “value” determined in this society, and how does this differ from our own? Why does he tell the stories he does? How do his stories relate to his eventual marital career?

Chapter 13 tells a strange story of  how Maimon expanded his scholarly work? Do you believe the story? What does he mean by his concluding section about studying works out of order? (Note that the medieval Jewish philosopher Moses Maimonides [after whom our author renamed himself] states that he intentionally wrote his Guide to the Perplexed out of order. What is the link between that and Maimon’s method?)

Chapter 14 deals with different systems of thought—mystical, rational and scientific. How does Maimon divide between these? How does he move between one and the other? 

Chapters 15 and 16 represent traditional Judaism to the (non-Jewish or at least western) reader. What does he emphasize? How does he color the stories? Is he accurate? Is he fair?

Chapter 21 presents the author’s first encounters with western-educated Jews. How does he understand what happened and how does he present his own success or failure?  Why does he say he was refused entry to Berlin? Does it surprise you that the Jewish community would refuse entry to a fellow Jew? Or that they had the power to do so?

Chapter 23: what is the relevance of the fact that Maimon is helped by a Polish Jew in Berlin and that the philosophy text he reads is found being used to wrap produce?

