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TRANSLATOR’s PREFACE.

A a moment when the « Gradual Abolition

of Slavery,” as a state question, occupies the

public mind, it seemed to me that I could not
- -render a more essential service to the friends of
- humanity, than present to them the sentiments
of an enlightened foreigner on that important
subject, derived from local observation and ex-
perimental results, the only means by which
correct opinions on so extensive and complicated
.a measure, as the one now under parliamentary
discussion, can possibly be obtained. Theories,
when applied to legislative acts, are generally
found delusive; facts and practice, therefore,
-may be considered as our only safe and un-
.erring guides. *

Such were the motives which first induced
me to undertake the translation of the follow..
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ing pages. I read the original with pleasure,
and deemed its publication, in an English dress,
a timely and valuable acquisition. The author
is a native Brazilian, and lately beld one of the
highest offices of trust and confidence near the
person of his sovereign. He is also deservedly
venerated by his countrymen, and I consider it
no other than an act of justice to'make known
in Europe the labours of so distinguished and
patriotic an individual, in a cause so noble.

The present little work indeed does equal
honour to the author and the nation to which
he belongs. M. Jose Bonifacio D’Andrada e
Silva is not, however, the only Brazilian who
has wielded his pen in favour of the slave popu-
lation of Brazil. Other champions in behalf of
suffering humanity have equally stepped for-
ward, and among them is M. Joao Severiano
Maciel da Costa, also late minister to His Im-
perial Majesty, who has boldly and practically
treated some of the most important topics con-
nected with the Abolition of the Slave Trade
and the Gradual Emancipation of Slaves.
Among other things he has successfully shewn,
that the introduction of African slaves into
Brazil is opposed to the security and prosperity
of the state; he has pointed ouf the favourable
results of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, also
the measures by which the agriculture of Brazil
may be rendered independent of Africans; and
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‘he has besides entered into an elaborate enquiry
as to the means by which the slave population
may be progressively emancipated.

Both are practical works, and the authors are
also zealous advocates for the general civiliza-
‘tion of the Indians of Brazil. This new empire in
‘the west is, indeed, now the only country on the
globe where slavery is yet-seen on a large scale.
The present population of Brazil, on the best
authorities, is estimated at upwards of 4,000,000
of souls, of which 843,000 are whites, 426,000
free people of colour, and 159,500 free blacks,
making the total of free population 1,687,900
-persons. The black slave population is rated at
‘1,728,000 souls, and the mulatto slaves at
202,000, so that this class amounts to 1,880,000.
The known and civilized Indians are not calcu-
lated at more than 300,000, yet it must be
remarked that a large portion of the Brazilian
territory is hitherto unexplored. Estimates ot
this kind also, made in an extensive and thinly
inhabited country, and besides founded on data
chiefly derived from parish registers, are ne-
cessarily under-rated ; on this account, intelli-
gent persons are of opinion, that the total]
population of the empire of Brazil is nearly
equal to 5 000 000.

In this amount, the broportion of slaves is
considerable—nay awful. In justice to the
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-Beazilian character, it must, however, be con-
fessed, that their slaves are, generally speaking,
treated infinitely better than those found in the
insular colonies of Europe, or in other portions
of the same continent. Although the Brazilian
slaves endure many privations and labour under
great disadvantages, almost unavoidable in the
unhappy condition in which they are placed,
and the injustice and cruelties of owners are
moreover occasionally heard of, the existing
laws nevertheless grant them powerful pro-
tection, and this would .possibly be rendered
ore efficient, if the tribunals and magistrates
‘were numerous and accessible in a country
so extended. Public opinion has, nevertheless,
done more in favour of the slaves of Brazil than
legislgdve acts. The unjust and cruel master
.is scouted by bis neighbours, and this demon-
stration of correct feeling frequently operates
as a check. Many minor institutions and useful
customs also tend to mitigate the sufferings and
enliven the cheerless and monotonous existence
-of the Brazilian slaves, of whom those employed
-in' the mining and diamond districts certainly
fare the worst, |

The individual situation of the slave depends
principally on the character of the owner to
whose lot he has fallen, and hence, no country
in the world presents so.many singular pheno- -
mena; in the disposition and cenduct of ' these
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unhappy people, as Brazil. The natural mild-
ness and generosity of some owners endear -
them so much to their slaves, that instances
have been known of the. latter refasing to ac-
cept their freedom, when offered. Slaves
are there seen rich and also the owners of
other slaves, yet refusing to buy their own
freedom. Slaves sometimes even join in adven-
tures to Africa, and send over thither beads,
looking-glasses and other trifles, to purchase
and then enslave men of their own country and
species. Most of the slave-ships still trading
to Africa from Rio de Janeiro and Bahia, are
manned by African slaves, and there are in-
stances of indemnities granted by the British
government for illegal seizures of some of the
above class of vessels, in which the value of the
crews, as well as of the cargoes, have beert
paid for.

Amidst so many singularities and contrarie-
ties, Brazil, consequently is, the most interest-
ing country, as regards slavery, that possibly
can be contemplated. It will also be seen that
this is a subject that begins to be popular,- and
must continue to be so, as- the principles of'a
liberal and constitutional government extend
and are understood by the people. The late
declaration of indeépendence has worked won-
ders in faVour of the slave popuIatlon, by glving
more action to public ‘opinion’ and the press.
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The necessity of putting an end to the slave
trade is indeed confessed by every Brazilian, how-
ever humble his sphere and limited his under-
standing.The upper classes are decidedly opposed
to its continuation, and the late Constituent
Assembly was prepared to decree the abolition
within a stated period, by granting a sufficient
time-to those engaged in the traffic, to with-
draw their capitals and supply the temporary
want of field-labourers, when the short duration
of that bedy of representatives, on the one hand,
and the negociations carrying on for the ac-
knowledgment of Brazilian Independence, on
the other, prevented the measure from being
carried into full effect. These negociations in
fact, embarrassed the Assembly, as it was early
seen from the professions made by the cabinet
which then offered its powerful mediation, “that
the abolition of the slave trade would necess-
arily constitute one of the leading objects of the
final treaty about to be concluded, as in reality
was the case, according to the document found
in the Appendix. It was therefore deemed
advisable to wait for the completion of the
treaty, in order that any legislative act adopted
on the subject, might accord with the stipu-
lations it contained. ’

Such was the state of the question in Brazil,
when the Assembly was dissolved. The empe-
ror, however well disposed, has not been able to
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advance it any further, because, besides not
being empowered by the Constitution to legis-
late on a matter of such importance, without
the concurrence of both Chambers of the Legis-
lature, the embarrassment arising out of the
protracted state of the negociation, still exists.
This being the only cause of delay, it is very
certain that, as soon as the approaching assem-
bly opens its sittings and the treaty with Great
Britain has been ratified, a decree for the abo-
lition of the slave trade will be immediately
promulgated and enforced.

The readiness with which the Emperor as-
sented to the abolition, is the best proof he
could have given to his people of his humane
and benevolent intentions; it is also a pledge
that he will continue to do every thing in
his power to enforce the proper treatment

and moral improvement of the slaves, as a

preparation for their future deliverance from
the galling chains of bondage. - Policy and
interest have a stronger hold on the minds
of men than abstract appeals made to their
justice and feelings, and if the agriculturists
and growers of colonial produce can ouly be
convinced, that it is dangerous and contrary
to their advantage to employ slaves on their
estates, the wished-for measure of gradual
~emancipation will then be easily and trium-
phantly carried into full effect.
London, April 25, 1826.
B
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ORIGINAL PREFACE.
200900

Tz present Memoir was ready to be laid
before the General, Constituent and Legislative
Assembly of the Empire of Brazil, when, for
reasons, the details of which belong to another
place, it was dissolved,* and the author, among
other deputies, arrested and banished. A MS.
copy, however, was left in the hands of a per-
son to whom it had previously been confided,
and from this, it is, that the present publication
is taken, and now ushered to the world, from
-no other motive than such. as the love for one's
country would inspire.

The necessity of abolishing the slave trade
and gradually emancipating the existing slaves,
is so imperious, that we cannot conceive there
is a Brazilian, wicked and ignorant enough, to

® On the 12th Nov. 1823,

-
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~ denyit. Under this supposition, whatever may
- hereafter be the fate of Brazil, that country

can never improve and become civilized, with-

out removing, as early as possible, this deadly

cancer, which corrodes its vitals and will in-

evitably bring it-to ruin and destruction.

Fully sensible of this truth, and anxious also to
see our country free from the dangers by which
it is threatened, we have resolved not to with-
hold the present effort from the press, regretting
at the same time that it is not in our power to
confer with the author on the subject of any
alterations or improvements he might be dis-
posed to make in the MS. In the mean
while, as the Memoir is written with manly
eloquence and combines so much local know-
'ledge and experience, we do not hesitate to
send it forth in its original form, without studi-
ously seeking to recommend it, as it bears
upon the very face of it the stamp of wisdom,
and besides breathes the language of pa-
triotism. In short, we shall consider ourselves
amply rewarded if the present publication re-
dounds to the advantage of Brazil, and we are
well assured that the author, whe ever laboured
for the welfare of his country, mll be perfectly
'Satlsﬁed

A. D.

Paris, Oct. 4, 1825. .



MEMOIR.

‘Tae bappy period, marked by the political
regeneration of Brazil, having arrived, and it
being also the duty of every honorable and
well-informed citizen to contribute as far as
lays in his power, to a work so laudable and
great, as is the happiness and improvement of
his fellow beings, I flatter myself that I shall
be able to submit to the General, Constituent
and Legislative Assembly some useful ideas on
the subject, derived from study and experience.

After successfully securing to ourselves a
constitution, suited to our habits and wants,
as a free citizen and a national represent- .
ative, it appears to me that two objects, of
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the greatest importance to the future pros-
perity of this empire, call for our immediate
attention, The first is, a new plan to promote
the general civilization of the Indians in Brazil,
who, in the course of time, will enable us al-
together to dispense with the use of slaves, and
of the one I propose I have already submitted
a sketch to this Assembly. The second is, a
new law on the Slave Trade and the treatment
of the unhappy bondmen now among us. The
latter is exclusively the subject of the present
appeal, in which I undertake to shew the neces-
sity of abolishing the slave trade, improving the
situation of the slaves we already hold, and of
promoting their progressive emancipation.

When true Christians and Philanthropists,
for the first time, in England, raised their voice
against the trade carrying on in African slaves,
there were many persons, either interested or
‘prejudiced, who cried out that the abolition
measure was impossible, or impolitic, because,
as they alleged, the British colonies could not
be deprived of this traffic without being driven
to destruction ; yet the bill eventunally passed—
and the colonies were not ruined. Subse-
quently, when the Wilberforces and Buxtons
again appealed to Parliament in favor of the
progressive emancipation of slaves, the enemies
of humanity, as before, took the alarm, and
made a bold stand ; but I still hope and trust
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in the justice and generosity of the British
'people that an act in favor of emancination will
be obtained and triumphantly carried into
effect, in like manner as was done for the abo-
lition of this infamous trafic. Why, therefore,
should the Bragilians alone continue deaf to
the voice of reason, of the Christian religion—
I will say more, of national honer and glory ?-
for we are now the only nation, derived from
European blood, that still publicly and un-
blushingly trades iu African Slaves.

I also am a Christian and a Philanthropist,
and God emboldens me to venture to raise my
weak voice in the midst of this august assembly,
in behalf of the cause of justice and sound
policy—a cause the most noble and holy that
possibly can animate generous and humane
hearts. Legislators! do not fear the clamours of
sordid interest ; it is your duty to proceed on,
undismayed, in the road of justice and political
. regeneration ; yet still, circumstanced as we

are, it behoves us to be guarded and prudent.
If among us- a reckless despotism has hitherto
been insensible to every call on behalf of the
.nation, it was because such was the immediate
interest of those who established it. They
wished us to be a mixed and heterogenous
people, devoid of nationality and kindred feel-
ings, in order the better to enslave us, Thanks
to heaven and our geographical position, we are
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now a free and independent nation. Neverthe-
less, how can we expect to enjoy the benefits of
a liberal and lasting eonstitution, in a country
continually inhabited by an immense multitude
of debased and hostile slaves? Let us, there-
fore, from this moment, commence the grand
work, as an expiation for our past crimes and
offences. Yes, we ought not only to be just,
" but also repentant. We ought to shew, in the
face of God and other men, that we repent of
all we have done for ages, in this respect, con-
trary to justice and religion. Let us shew that
we really practice the precept of not doing to
others, that which we do not wish done to us.
It is, consequently, necessary that those rob-
beries, devastations and wars, which we en-:
courage among the African savages, should at .
once cease. We must no longer bring.to our,
ports thousands and thousands of negros, dying.
of suffocation in the holds of our ships, huddled.
together closer than bales of merchandize. Let
us put an end to those numberless deaths and
martyrdoms with which we have, and still do,
scourge those unhappy beings on our own land..
It is time, and more than time, for us to cease
carrying on a trade so barbarous and butcher-
like ; it is time also for us gradually, to efface
every vestige of slavery among us, in order that -
we may be able, in a few generations, to form
an homogeneous nation, without which we shall
never be truly free, respectable and happy. It
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is urgeptly necessary that we should go on put-.
ting au end to so much physical and civil héter-
ogenity. Let us therefore take care, hencefor-
wards, wisely to reconcile and combine so many
discordant and clashing elements ; let us amal-
gamate, if I may be allowed the expression, so
maay different metals so as to make an uniform
and compaet whole, such a one as will not be
reat asunder at the first sound of political con-
vulsion. What chemical science—what dexterity
will not be requisite for those employed in so
great and difficult an amalgamation! Success-
fully to attain our object it behoves us, never-
theless, to be wise and prudent in our under-
taking, yet always constant in its advancement.

Perhaps no nation, geritlemen, ever sinned so
much against humanity as the Portuguese, of
whom we once constituted a part. They went
on devastating not only the lands of Africa and
Asia, as Camoens justly remarks, but those
also of our own hemisphere.* The Portuguese
were the first who, from the time of the Infante
Dom Henrique, made it a branch of legal com-
merce to go and seize on frec men and carry

* The advocates of slavery in Brazil would do well to read
the eloquent and vehement sermon of Father Vieira, for the first
Sonday in Lent, and the first also preached in San Luis de
Maranham, in the year 1653, (Vol. 2; page 316, et seq) Let
them also réad othier works of the'sathe author on this sebject,
and then let them reflect on the slavery of blacks.

C
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them to sell in the markets of Europe and
America. Even up to the present day, more
than forty thousand human creatures are annu-
ally torn from Africa, deprived of their homes,
of their parents, childrea and brothers, and con-
veyed to our shores, without the smallest hope
of ever again breathing their native air, here
destined, during the remainder of their days, to
work and toil under the cruel lash. of their
masters—they and their children, and their
children’s children, for ever!

If the pegros are men like us, and do not con-
stitute a separate race of irrational animals; if
they think and feel as we do, what a picture of
sorrow and misery do they not exhibit to the .
feeling and christian mind? If the groans of
the brute creation affect us, how is it possible
that we can avoid also feeling and expressing a
degree of sympathetic grief at the hardships
and misfortunes of slaves, continually before
our eyes? Such, however, is the effect of cus-
tom, and such also the stimulus of avarice, that
men see tears flowing in torrents from the eyes
of those of their own species, without calling
forth a single sigh of compassion or tenderness
from their flinty hearts. Avarice, however,
never thinks and feels like reason and humanity.
In order to repel the accusations justly raised
agéinst its proceedings, it resorts to a thousand

captious pleas, to serve as an apology. It says
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that it is an act of charity to bring slaves from
Africa, because those miserable beings by this
means escape from falling victims to despotic
chieftains. It equally asserts that if these
slaves did not come over here, they would be
deprived of the light of the Gospel, the know-
ledge of which every good christian’ is bound to
promote and spread. It says these wretches
.change from a horrid and burning climate to a
mild, fertile and enchanting country—finally,
it adds that, as criminals and prisoners of war
are condemned to immediate death by the bar-
barous customs of Africa, it is a service ren-
dered to humanity to purchase them, with a
- view to preserve their lives, although they may
have to live in captivity.

Wicked and foolish men! All these argu-
ments would be worth something, if you were
yourselves to go to Africa in search of negros to
give them their freedom in Brazil, and establish
them as colonists; but, to perpetuate slavery,
to render those unhappy people more wretched
than they would have been if some of them had
"died by the sword of injustice, or even to be the
cause of these horrors being continued, is, most
assuredly, a manifest crime against the eternal
laws. of justice and religion. And why, let me
ask, are the children of these same Africans,
whom avarice would thus seek to befriend, to
continue to be slaves? Did they commit
any crimes? Did they also change from a
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bad to a better climate? Were they brought
from the darkness of paganism to the light
of the Gospel: Most assurédly no, and yet
they, as well as their children and children's
children, are, according to you, condemned, to
wear the chains of bondage for ever. “The voice
of justice and religion proclaim ye insincere,
and only in the barbarous public law of ancient
nations, and particularly of Rome, can ye find
a plea for your depravity, With the authority
of the Greeks and Romans, it is, that the advo-
cates of slavery usnally seek toshield themselves,
without adverting that, among the Greeks and
Romans, the eternal principles of natural right .
and the divine precepts of religion were not .
properly understood and established ; and still
as the slaves of those times were of the same
colour and origin as their lords, and likewise
had attained the same, or at least mearly the
same, degree of civilization, their industry,
good behaviour and talents, which depended
on themselves, easily enabled them to find and
deserve the love of those to whom they were
bound, as well as the consideration of other
men, advantages which can never fall to the lot
of African savages.

If at least the owners of slaves in Brazil
treated those miserable wretches with more
humanity, most assuredly I might be inclined
tp excuse, although I never could be induced to.

S

.
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pity, their blindness and injustice. The greatest
part of the free inhabitants of Brazil, however,

-and more particnlarly the Europeans, are not
only deaf to the voice of justice and the precepts
of the Gospel ; but they are even blind to their
own pecuniary interests and the .domestic
felicity of their families.

It is well known that immense capitals annu-
ally go out of this empire to Africa,and immense
capitals also are sunk within this extended
country, by the purchase of slaves, who either
die, are taken ill and become disabled, or if
they survive and enjoy their health, perform
very inadequate labour. What an useless
luxury in slaves do we not.behold in eur towns
and cities, without which evil, our wants would
be confined to a few and necegsary servants?
And, let me ask, what kind of education can
thase families expect to have which avail them-
selves of the services of these miserable beings,
devoid of honour and religion~-of female slaves, -
for example, who prostitute themselves to the
fisst man who solicits their favours. Every
thing in this life meets with its return, in some
way or other. We tyrannize qver our slaves
and reduce them to the state of brutish animals,

- and they, in retarn, initiate us in their immo-
rality and teach us all their wices.

If, gentlemen, it is a faet that the social mo-
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rality and justice of a people -depend, partly
on their religious and political institutions, and
partly, if I may be allowed the expression, on
the domestic philosophy of each family of which
-society is composed, what a picture does not
the Brazilian territory present to the contem-
plative mind, if we consider it in these two
points of view? What is the religion we have
among us, notwithstanding the beauty-and ho-
liness of the Gospel which we profess to follow?
The religion of which we boast, if only carefully
examined, will be found to be in reality little
else than a system of antisocial superstitions
and abuses. Our clergy, with only few excep-
tions, ignorant and corrupt, are the most eager
to become possessed of slaves, and they increase
their numbers, in order to add to their own
riches, by hiring them out to labour or employ-
ing them in tilling the ground, although fre-
quently out’ of the chosen females who may
have had the misfortune to fall to their lot, they
form Turkish haarems to gratify their own
licentiousness. Families, however rich and res-
pectable, can never receive the advantages of
education with such examples constantly before
their eyes—they never can expect refinement in
countries where the traffic in slaves is always
going on. Nothing can habituate them to
know and love virtue and religion. Riches,
and more riches, do our pseudo-statesmen cry
out, and their call is re-echoed by the buyers
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and sellers of human flesh, by our ecclesiastical

blood hounds, by our magistrates—if it were

possible to give a title so honourable to men,

mostly venal, who wield the sword of justice

only for the purpose of oppressing such un-

happy people as are unable to satisfy their

avarice, or contribute to their welfare. How,
therefore, can justice and virtue prevail, or how

can moral habits flourish among us? Gentle-

men, when I give way to bitter reflections of

this kind, I nearly lose all hopes of ever seeing

our country regenerated and happy, for who is

not aware that the order of human vicissitudes -
is entirely inverted in Brazil? Luxury and

corruption sprung up-among us before civiliza-

tion and industry, and what can be the prin-

cipal cause of so alarming a phenomenon?

Slavery, I answer, Gentlemen—slavery, because

the man who relies on the daily earnings of his

slaves, lives in idleness, and idleness brings all-
other vices in its train.

Blind avarice, however, declares that slaves
are indispensably necessary in Brazil, because
the natives are weak and lazy. Most assuredly
those who argue thus are deceived. The pro-
vince of.St. Paul, previous to the introduction
. of the sugar-cane, had very few' slaves, and
nevertheless it increased in population and agri-.
culture; it supplied several other maritime as
well as interior provinces with Indian corn,
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beans, mandioc-flour, rice, bacon, pork, &e.
. But even granting for a moment, whi¢h I am

by no means inclined to do, that in reality the
free people of Brazil are unable to endure the

hard labour of tilling the ground as well as

Europeans, I would ask whether when Indian
corn, for example, on the best lands in Portugal
produces only forty for one and in Brazil upwards
of two hundred, with other grains in the same
proportion, whilst the hours of necessary labour
in tilling the ground are at the same time in
an inverse ratio to the proceeds, Why is more
bodily strength, or why are greater efforts re-
quired here? Are the labowrers of India, per-
chanee, more robust than a white, a mulatto,
or ome of the casts in Brazil? Most assuredly
no—and yet the people of that country do not
die of hunger? And because they have no
African slaves among them, are their lands left
wacultivated? Is not their country, on the
contrary, one of the richest on the globe, not-
withstanding their abominable religion and go-
vernment, and the infernal policy of dividing
the population into casts? There the cuitiva-
tion of the sugar-cane dand the making of sugar
bave increased prodigiously in modern times,
and the quantity of that article furnished in

the markets of Enrope, already competes with

the produce of Brazil awd the lslands situated
in-the Gwif of Mexico.
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_ In Cochinchina there are no slaves, and yet
the annual growth and exportation of sugar,
according to the authority .of . Poivre, as.early
as the year 1750, amounted to forty thousand
hogsheads, weighing 2000.1bs. each, and the
price was extremely cheap in the market. It
ought further to be observed, that the whole of
this sugar was produced in a very small circuit
of country, without the necessity of laying
waste forests and sterilizing lands, as unfor-
tunately is the case among us.

. Besides, when once that abominable method
of farming is at an end, by which we go on, in
rapid progression, cutting down forests and
laying the surface bare to the powerful action
of the sun; when once the improvements in
European agriculture are introduced among us,
no doubt, with few bhands and by the aid of
ploughs and other useful implements, the. cul-
" tivation of our soil will advance rapidly, our
estates will become more organized and at-
tractive, and the land, by being better worked,
will be rendered more productive. Nature,
wise and provident, in every part of the globe,
affords the means necessary for the ends of
civil society, and no country requires forced
and foreign labourers to become cultivated and
rich.

- Moreover, the introduction of fresh Africans
D
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into- Brazil does not increase our population,
whilst it serves only to counteract our own in+
dustry. In order to prove the first position, it
will only be necessary to notice attentively the
census for the last five or six years, and it will
there be seen that, notwithstanding the import-
ation into Brazil, as I have already stated, of
about forty thousand slaves annually, the in-
crease of this class is not perceptible, or at least
it is very trifling; almost all die of wretched-
ness and despair, and yet they cost immense
sums, which are lost for ever, or never repay
the interest of the money laid out upon them.

In order to shew the truth of the second po-
sition, viz. that slavery eannot fail to counteract
our own industry, it will suffice to bear in mind
shat the owners of sluves mostly live in idle-
ness, as they do not find themselves compelled
by hunger or poverty to exert their own in-
dustry and improve their mode of farming.
Besides, as slaves continue to be exclasively
employed in agriculture and the mechanic arts,
even if poor foreigners were to come over and
establish themselves in our country, in a short
time, as is proved by experience, they also would
.cease tilling the lands with their own hands, for
as soon as they are able to provide themselves
with two or three slaves of their own, they
become unwilling to work, and give them-
selves up to idleness, influenoced most probably
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by example and the mistaken notions of a false
honour. Thearts are thus left stationary, and
machinery, that great saving in human labour,
owing to the extreme abundance of slaves always
to be met with near our large towns, is totally
disregarded. It excites rage, or rather laughter,
to see twenty slaves employed in carrying to
market twenty bags of sugar, which might be
conveyed thither by one or two well-construeted
carts, drawn by two oxen or a pair of mules.

Besides, the cultivation of ground in Brazil;
done by raw and lazy slaves, does not yield so-
great a profit as, ignorant and self-conceited
men erroneously imagine. If we calculate the
actual cost of the purchase of the land; the
capitals laid out in providing the slaves intended
to cultivate it; the agricultural implements
with which each one of these slaves is to work ;*
their food and clothing ; their frequent.illness,
real or feigned, and also the expence of medieal
attendance ; the numerous deaths oceasioned by
bad treatment and despair, as .well as the fre-
quency with which they abscond and fly to the
forests or hiding-places, it will appear evident
that the profits of tillage in Brazil must be very
small, notwitstanding the prodigious fertility of
the soil, and this fact is fully proved by ex-
perience. '

" ® For example, 20 working slaves require 20 hoes, and all this
expence might be saved by one single plough.
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In Brazil the rent of estates does not depend
on the extent and richness of the land, nor on
the hands by which it is cultivated, but on the
mere industry and judgment of the farmer. A
land.owner is in fact extremely poor, if throngh
his ignorance or neglect, he does not know how
to turn the fertility of his lands and the hands
he employs upon them to account. I should
also wish, for their own good, that our large
slave-owners would learn to know that a prohi-
bition to traffic in human flesh would make
them richer, because the slaves they now possess
would then become more valuable, and, through
their own interest, they would be treated better.
The owners, in that case, would promote mar-
riages, and by this means the numbers would
be increased. ‘Besides, when emancipated slaves
become more numerous, in order to gain a live-
lihood, they would rent small portions of un-
covered or close lands, which at present are of
no value, Estates would then be more settled
and eligible, whilst at the same time the rent of
the land would not be confounded with the
work and industry of individuals.

These are not the only evils which extensive
slavery brings with it in Brazil—the state is
still more materially injured. If the owners of
lands did not hold too large a number of slaves,
they would themselves make use of a quantity
of grounds already open and unwooded, which at
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present are left neglected, as if they were barren
and worthless. Our forests, so rich in all kinds
of timber, both for the building of houses and
of ships, would not then be destroyed by the
deadly axe of the negro, or reduced to ashes by
devouring flames, lighted up by the hand of
ignorance. The verdant summits of our hills
and mountains—those perennial sources of hu-
midity and fertility to- the lowlands, as well as
the promoters of electric circulation, would not
then be laid bare and scorched by the burning
heats of our climate. It is, therefore evident,
that if agriculture was carried on by the free
hands of small farmers, or by day-labourers,
through both necessity and interest, advantage
would be taken of those same lands, now neg-
lected, more particularly in the neighbourhood
of large towns, where a sure, as well as ready
and profitable market is always to be found,
and by this means our old and virgin forests
would be preserved—forests which, by their
foliage, size and frondosity, give a peculiar
character to our beautiful country.* .

* At no period was the care and cultivation of forests un-
known, and respect to trees is recommended by the best phi-
losophers. The historian of Cyrus enumerates among this
prince’s titles to glory, his having planted all Asia-Minor with
trees. In the United States, a farmer, as soon as he sees him-
self the father of a daughter, plants a small forest, which,
growing up with the years of his child, becomes her portion on
the day of her marriage. In almost every province of France,
Sully planted a great number of trees, some of which still exist,
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It is, therefore, matter of astonishment that a
traffic so mach opposed to morality and the
boly maxims of the Gospel, as well as the laws
of sound policy, should have been carried on
for so many ages among men, calling them-
selves civilized and Christians. Alas! They do

distinguished by public veneration with the name of that great
man. At this day, they remind one of what Addison saitd, on
beholding a plantation—¢¢ On this spot passed an useful man.”
In Brazil, who would believe it ! the trees are delivered up to
the axe and the flames ! It is therefore time for the Brazilians
to cease im their neglect and to attend to the fature welfare of
their children, as well as their own advantage, not only by pre-
serving and taking care of their virgin forests, but also in
forming new plantations of trees, in order to replace those
which ignorance has destroyed. It is also of the greatest im-
portance to'public health to have trees planted in Brazil on the
sides of the roads, and in the cities and towns along the wide
streets.and round the squares, in imitation of the Boxlevards of
France, or squares in England. The leaves of trees absorb the
acid-carbonic-gas, which in great measure composes the air we
breathe, but which of itself is unhealthy, and its superabundance
injorious to men. Plants, on the contrary, afford the oxygen,
or that part of the air more suited to respiration ayd health.
Besides, every country may be enriched by that which con-
stitates its ornament. “ If,” as the wise M. J. B. Say observes,
“ trees were planted in every place where they would grow,
without injuring other productions, the couatry, besides being
more beautiful, would be more healthy ; the increase of planta-
tions of this kind would also give rise to more ahundant rains,
and the proceeds of timber so obtained, on an extended surface,
might amount to considerable sums.” By this means, conse-
quently, independent of the double advantage derived, the
burning seasons of our climate would be mitigated and less
felt.
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not speak the truth—they never deserved that
distinction. '

Justice is avowedly the first basis of eivil so-
ciety, and the principal object of the latter is the
felicity of men; yet what right can one man
allege to steal away the person of a fellow-crea-
ture, and what is still worse, the children of this
fellow-creature, and the offspring also of these
children? It may possibly be said, that if the
freedom of slaves is encouraged, an attack will
be aimed against property. Do not deceive
yourselves, gentlemen, the right of property
was sanctioned and made sacred for the well-

. being of all, and what is the benefit the slave
derives by losing all his natural rights, and
changing from a person to a thing, in the lan-
guage of the jurisconsults? It is not, therefore,
the right of property which they seek to defend— .
it is the right of force; for as man cun never
be eonverted into a thing, he cannot be con-
founded with property. If the laws are intended
to defend property, much more ought they to
defend the personal freedom of men, who never
can become the property of any one, without
invading the rights of Providence, who mads
them free and not slaves, and without subvert-
ing the moral order of society, which is the
strict ebservance of all the duties prescribed by
nature, religion and sound policy. Avowedly
the observance of all these obligations consti-
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tutes virtue, consequently, all legislation and all
government, whatever may be its form, which
has not virtue for its basis, is like the statue of
Nebuchadnezzar which a stone detached from
the mountain casts down to the ground—it is
an edifice built on quicksands which the small-
est gust of wind levels with the surface.

The traders in human flesh cry out against
the Barbary pirates, who annually capture one,
_or at most, two thousand whites, yet they never
deplore the seizure of so many thousands of
unfortunate beings, who are every year dragged
from their homes, and condemned, as well as
their offspring, to pass their whole lives in
slavery. It is no answer 'for them to say that
they bought these beings with their money, as if
morney could purchase men ! and as if perpetual
slavery were not a crime, and the most henious
of all others, against the natural rights of the
human species, as well as the mandates of the
Gospel.  The civil Jaws which allow of these
crimes, are not only blameable for all the
wrongs and miseries endured by this portion of
our fellow-creatures, and for the suicides and
offences which the slaves themselves commit;
but they are also answerable for all the horrors
which, in a few years, must be produced by an

immense multitude of men driven to despair,

who already begin to feel the insupportable

- .
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weight of injustice, which condemns them to
endless degradation.* ‘

This trade in human flesh is a cancer that
preys on the bowels of Brazil, and a trade also,
at the present day, no longer required for the
increase of her agriculture and population, as
long as, by wise regulations, the idleness of
whites, as well as of the mixed races and eman-
cipated slaves is prevented ; as long as the many
slaves we already possess are enabled, under the

* M. de Pradt, in his Congres de Panama, recently pub-
lished, on the subject of the slave-trade states as follows:
Le mot Traite de Negres ne signifie plus ajourdsi gue ceci.
A qui resteré I Amerique ? a I Afrique, ox bien a I Amerigue,
We quote this authority here, as being one of great weight,
omitting what he pointedly says of Brazil, as we are desirous
that such melancholy truths should not be too generally heard
among us, until those who hold the helm of the state learn to

- know them and are ready to apply a suitable remedy. M. de
Pradt, a profound politician and prophet as regards America,
and to whom we offer the tribute of our respect and veneration,
will feel with us that it would be imprudent to wake the lion
when he is asleep. M. de Pradt continues— Toute cargaison
de négres, transportée en Amerigue, équivaut & wne cargaivon
de poudre destinéa & embraser le pays, o bien & celle d animans
prés 4 la devorer.” Let the Brazilians therefore listen to and
join their prayers with those of their illustrious fellow citizen—
let them listen also, we repeat, to the words of a celebrated
foreigner, their friend, and anxious for their happiness=of a
philanthropist who, for the last twenty-seven years, has un-
wearily busied himself in favour of the New World. For this
reason we beseech the government of our country to attend to
what is written in the Congres de Panama.
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auspices of an enlightened and paternal govern-
ment, to propagate freely and naturally, the
same as the other classes; as long as they are
in 3 situation to bring up and educate their
“children, by treating their unhappy parents with
a more christian feeling, a line of conduct self-
interest would more than suggest; and, in
short, as long as measures are taken to pro-
mote the gradual emancipation of slaves so as
to convert these immoral beings, as they now
are, into useful, active and moral citizens.

Let an end, therefore, at once be put to the
infamouas and inhuman traffic in African slaves.
This, however, is not enough. It is necessary
seriously to think of ameliorating the situation
of the existing slaves, and cares of this kind,
once entered upon, .are equivalent to a step
already taken towards their future emanci-
pation. The laws themselves ought to prescribe
the means necessary to attain so desirable an
end, if it is a fact that these same laws acknow-
ledge that slaves are men made after the image
of God. If the laws consider them fit objects
for penal legislation, why are they not equally
entitled to the advantages of civil protection ?

. I nevertheless repeat that I am not desirous
of seeing slavery abolished suddenly—such an
event would bring with it great evils. In order
to emancipate slaves, without injury to society,
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it is our duty previously to render them worthy
of freedom. The only thing required, is, that
we should be -persuaded by reason and com-
pelled by law to raise and convert them gradu«
ally from the vile state of slaves, in which we
now behold them, into that of free and useful
men. The inhabitants of this empire, instead
of being listless and cruel in this respect, as in
fact the greatest portion of them now are,
would then become humane and just; whilst
they would, besides, in the lapse of time, be
considerable ‘ gainers, by putting into free cir-
culation déad capitals, at present absorbed by
the use of slaves, and they would moreover
relieve their families from the domestic examples
" of corruption and tyranny, now constantly be-
fore their eyes—frem enemies of their own as
well as of the state—from the sight of -men, in
short, who now cannot be said to have a country
of their own, yet by proper manmagement may
be made trusty fellow citizens and useful mem:
bers of the community. ‘

" The injury has unfortundtely been donei~
slavery has existed for years, but let it be.our
duty, our pride, to prevent its fatal consequences
from being aggravated and any longer ins
creased. We are still in time to remedy the
evil, if we have omly courage ‘to undertake the
task. The horrid traffic in slaves -being once
suecessfully abolished, if motives of policy and

| oA
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economy should for the present induce usto
allow the slaves existing among us to-continue
in the fetters of bondage, at least it is an im-
perious duty imposed upon us, to promote their
gradual emancipation, so that our country may
one day or other be totally free from this dan-
gerous cancer, continually preying upon its
vitals. This, most assuredly, must be the work
of time, but let us at once begin to mitigate the
sufferings of our slaves; let us lighten their
burdens; let us encourage and increase their
domestic and civil enjoyments ; let us instruct
them fundamentally in the religion of Jesus
Christ, and cease misleading them by mum-
meries and superstitions. By these means we
shall extend to them all that civilization of
which they are susceptible, in the unhappy
situation in which they are now placed, and we
shall besides train them up in the expectation
of better days, by stripping them, the least we
can, of the dignity of- men and fellow citizens.
This is not only our duty, but also our imme-
diate interest, for thus only, and by keeping
alive within their breasts the hope of seeing
themselves our equals in rights, whenever they -
are deserving of that distinction, will slaves
emulate each other to tread the path of recti-
tude, and beginning at once to enjoy the pros-
pect of freedom and the benefits of moral
instruction, of which vice alone can deprive
them, they will serve us in the interval with
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fidelity and love—from being enemies they will
become our friends and fellow-travellers in
life. Let us, therefore, be just and beneficent,
and we shall soon feel within our own breasts
that there is no situation more pleasing and
enviable than that of a kind and humane
master, living fearless and contented in the
midst of his slaves, as if he were in the bosom
of his own family, enjoying-and admiring the
fervour with which those unhappy beings listen
- to his advice, anticipate his wishes, and obey
his commands. The master himself will then
behold, with a kind of celestial joy, the married
couples plying around him, anxious for the
future welfare of their offspring. He will see
the motley group of young and old, healtlsy,
clean, robust, contented and smiling, whatever
may be the task they have to perform, and these
regenerated beings will not only emulously
cultivate their master’s lands for the purpose of
enriching him, but they will hasten to offer him
the first fruits gathered in their own gardens—
the choice of the game they have killed in the
field, or the fish they have taken in the stream.
In their minds, the liberal and beneficent
master will hold the place of a tutelar divinity,
and their greatest ambition will be to please
him. The lash of compulsion will be no longer
heard. :

It is, consequently, time that those barbarous
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and flinty-hearted masters, who unfortunately
still abound in Brazil, should feel the stings of
conscience and listen to the voice of humanity,
or at least, it is time for them to consult their
own interests. If they 'disregard this admoni-
tion—if they reject this advice, possibly, sooner
than they expect, they will be punished for their
injustice, and become the victims of their own
incorrigible barbarity and wickedness.

I shall now, gentlemen, call your attention
. to the plan of gradual emancipation which I
propose, by submitting to you, in separate
articles, the objects suited to form the ground-
work of the new law it has fallen to my lot to
suggest. Discuss, amend and amplify them,
according to your justice and wisdom. For
their construction I have availed myself of the
legislative acts of the Danes and Spaniards, but
more particularly of those of Moses, the only
one among the ancients who pitied the miserable
situation of slaves, not only from motives of
humanity, by which all his institutions are pre-
eminently distinguished, but also actuated by
a wise policy and the dread of being surrounded
by domestic enemies, preferrmg rather - to have
near him friends capable of defending the new
establishment of the Hebrews,: by takmg up
arms when required, in behalf of their masters,
as the vassals of the patriarch Abraham-had
done before him. To these authorities I have
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adgded the result of my ewn observations and
experience. ‘ '

PrLAN For THE GRADUAL EMANCIPATION OF
SLAVES.

. “ArticLE 1. Within four, or five years, at the
furthest, the trade now carrying on in African
Slaves, shall cease and be abolished for ever,
and during the interval in which it is allowed,
for every male slave imported, a sum double in
amount to, the present rate of duties shall be
paid ; on female slaves, however, only one half
of the present rate shall be levied, this sex
being fewer in number, it will be desirable to
encourage marriages.

ARrrt. 2. All and every slave who may be sold
or transferred, subsequent te the publication of
the present law, whether brought over from
Africa or already living in Brazil, shall be
registered on a public book of returns, in which
entry, his or her age and the exact price for
which he or she has been sold, shall be declared.
In order that this article may. be carried into
full effect and. the risk of an omission made
known; any citizen shall be authorized and
allowed to accuse the offender of any infraction,
and due proof being adduced of the fact, the
accuser shall receive from the contracting
parties, whether buyer or setler, who may have
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evaded the entry on the registers, one half of
the sum at which the said slave is valued.

ARrt. 3. In the enfranchisements of slaves,
the sale price of whom is not proved by register,
a legal valuation shall be made by two arbi-
trators, one of whom shall be named by, the
owner, and the other by the public authority
competent thereto,

ART. 4. In valuations of this kind, due con-
sideration shall be had to the number of years
the slave has been bound, the state of his health
and also his age. For example, for infants one
year old, no more than twelve per cent on the
value of a grown male shall be paid ; children,
from one to five, six per cent; from five to
fifteen, two thirds of the value; from fifteen to
twenty, three fourths; and from twenty to
forty, the full and highest price. From the
latter age, onwards, the value shall invariably
diminish in a proportionate degree.

ARrT. 5. Any slave, or any other person on
behalf of any slave, who may offer to an owner
the amount for which he or she has been sold,
or at which he or she has been legally valued,
shall be immediately made free and registered
accordingly.

ART. 6. If, however, the slave, or any per-
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son acting on his or her behalf, should not be

able to pay down the whole amount in full, as
soon as the sixth part thereof shall be tendered

to the owner, the latter shall be held bound to

receive the same and allow any such slave one

free day in every current week, and so in pro-
portion as many days as he the said owner shall

have received similar instalments, until the

“total amount of the price is completed and
paid.

~ Art. 7. Any owner who gratuitously gives
freedom to a slave, as a reward for his the said
owner’s beneficence and goodwill, shall be al-

lowed to retain any such slave so manumitted
in his service for five years, without paying him
or her any thing for daily or weekly hire, and
“only on condition_of providing him or her with
food, medical attendance, and clothing ; if, how-

ever, a stranger should emancipate a slave, con-

formably to articles 5 and 6, he the said
stranger shall be allowed to bargain with the
slave so emancipated and agree as to the terms

of indemnity for the monies by him so ad-
vanced, by stipulating certain days on which

the said emancipated slave shall be bound to

work on account and behalf of his or her bene-

factor, and the bond and contract so agreed

upon and concluded between the parties shall

be submitted to and approved by the special
judges and protectors of slaves.

F
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Art. 8. Every owner emancipating an old,
or invalided slave, shall be held bound to feed,
clothe and provide medical attendance for bim
or her, during his or her natural life, provided
.the slave so emancipated has no other compe-
tent means of existence; and in case the said
owner does not agree thereto and comply there-
with, the said slave so emancipated shall be
received into the hospital or workhouse, and
there fed and taken care of at the expence of
the late owner.

ArT. 9. No owner shall be allowed to sell
and transfer a male slave married with a female
slave, also his property, without selling the
wife at the same time to the same purchaser,
together with all their children under the age
.of twelve. The same regulation is to be ob-
served with an unmarried female slave, having
children under the age above specified, from
whom it shall not be lawful to separate her.

Arr. 10. All emancipated slaves of colour
baving no trade or sure mode of livelihood, shall
receive from the government a small grant of
land for the purpose of cultivating the same,
and they shall besides receive from the said
government the necessary aid and advances to
establish themselves on the said grant, which
advances they shall be held bound te repay by
instalments, at stated periods.

- ~—
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ARrrT. 11. Every owner who shall cohabit with
a female slave, or shall be known to have one
or more children by one, shall be compelled by
law to give freedom to the mother and her
offspring, and also to provide for and educate
the children so had, until they shall have at.
tained their fifteenth year.

ARrr. 12. Every slave is the owner of all
money or property he or she may legally possess
and have acquired, and shall be entitled to dis-
pose of the same by gift or bequest to whomso-
ever they may think proper, in case they have
no direct heirs; and if any slave should die
intestate and have no heirs, the property he or
she may have so left shall be made over to the
Charitable Fund.

Art. 13. No owner shall be allowed to
punish, or cause to be punished, his slave, by
flogging or any other cruel mode of chastise-
ment, except at the whipping-post in the public
market-place of the city, town or village in or
near which he or she may reside, on the previous
permission of the special judges and protectors
of slaves, who shall determine the nature and
extent of the punishment, in proportion to the
offence committed, and after a due hearing;
and whosoever shall be convicted of a violation
of the law in this respect, shall be punished by
a fine payable to the Charitable Fund, an
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appéal however before the provincial- assizes or
the superior board being allowed.

ARrr. 14, Every slave who can produce proof
before the special judges, or the assizes for the
province, that he has been cruelly and unjustly
treated by his owner, shall huve a right to seek
out a new owner; if however he has been
maimed, or in any other respect received
serious bodily injury at the hands of his said
owner, he shall at once be declared free by
law. B

ARrr. 15. Slaves of a proper age shall be
allowed to give evidence in coyrts of law, net
on the part of their owners, but for and agaiust
all other persons to whom they are in no wise
bound. '

ART. 16. Before they have attained the age
of twelve years, it shall not be lawful to employ
slaves in unhealthy or hard labour, and the
local magistrates, as well as the municipalities
and courts of law, are hereby enjoined to watch
over the observance of this article, as well
for the benefit of the state, as the respective
owners of slaves. » '

Arr. 17. It shall also be the duty of the
‘municipalities and assizes to fix and determine,
in each province, the hours to be allotted for
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work and rest, according to the seasons and the
nature of the duties to be performed ; it also
devolves on them to regulate the rations of food
to be distributed to each slave, according to
his or her age, as well as clothing and other
requisites.

- Art.18. Female slaves, during their preg-..
nancy and for three months after they have
been delivered, shall’not be compelled to field-
work, or other bhard labour. In the eighth
month of their pregnancy, they shall not be
obliged to work out of the house; after their
delivery, they shall be allowed a full month for
their recovery, and during a year they.shall not
be called upon to work at a distance from their
infants. .

Arrt.19. Every female slave, having raised
her first child, on being again pregnant, besides
the privileges above specified, shall be allowed
one hour’s daily rest beyond the time specified
_by law, and so on in proportion to the. children
she has had and reared, and she shall moreover
be entitled to her entire freedom when she has
borne five children, yet nevertheless obliged to
live with and obey her husband, if she is
married.

ARrT. 20. No owner shall be allowed to pre-
vent the murriage of his slaves with free women,
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or with female slaves of his own, or those of
others, as long as the said free women undertake
to live in the place where their husbands are
employed, and provided also the said female
slaves express their own consent to the union.

ARrrT. 21. The Government shall be authorized
to adopt such measures as may be deemed
necessary -to compel the owners of sugar estates,
and other large plantationy, te have at least two
thirds of their slaves married.

- ARr¥: 22. The government shall also be re-
quired to adopt such regulations, as may be
deemed expedient, to have all slaves properly
educated and taught the principles of religion
and morality, an object of great importance
to the state, as besides emulating the slaves in
the hopes of a happy futurity, they are thus
taught subordination and obedience to the laws
of the land, as well as fidelity to their owners.

Arr. 23. The government shall be required
to impress on the minds of the parish-curates
and other clergymen, living in a state of inde-
pendence, or possessing adequate means of sub-
sistenee, that their religion enjoins them to give
freedom to any slaves they may hold, and that
they are bound, by every sacred tie, to prevent,
as much as lays in their power, the increase of
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this unhappy class of beings, and to befriend
them by their aid, counsel and example.

ArT. 24, In order that hands may not be
wanting to carry on-the work and necessary
duties of agriculture and industry, the govern-
ment shall be called upon to carry into full
effect the police regulations against idlers, beg-
gars and vagrants, more particularly when the
persons so employed are strong and healthy, or
people of colour.

Art. 25. In the manumissions which may be
advised and carried into effect, on account of
the Charitable Fund, mulattos shall be pre-
ferred to other slaves, and the creoles, or those
born in the country, shall be deemed more
eligible than the slaves originally brought over
from the coast of Africa.

"ArT. 26. The day appointed for these manu-
missions shall be one of public rejoicing, in the
place where the act is performed, and at the
ceremony the civil and ecclesiastical authorities
shall assist.

ARrrT. 27. Asareward due to beneficence and
a tribute sacred to religion and_justice, every
owner who shall have given freedom to eight
families of slaves, and -allotted to them lands
and distributed among them the necessary im-



48

pleménts to work -them, shall be considered by
the government and local authorities as a per-
son who has deserved well of his country ; his
service so rendered shall be recorded and made
public, and he shall also be entitled to ask
favours, or solicit public distinctions.

Arr. 28. In order to excite industry and
application among the slaves, as well as with a
view to promote their own domestic happiness,
the government shall establish, in all the prov-
inces, saving banks, similar to those known in
England and France, where the slaves may be
enabled to lodge their earnings and the proceeds
of their own gardens and private industry.

ARrT. 29. To the Charitable Fund above men-
tioned, destined as it is for the manumission of
meritorious slaves and families, besides the pe-
.cuniary fines already established, the following
rates shall be made applicable, viz.—1st. One
half of the ecclesiastical fees chargeable for
mass said at private residences, and also of
baptisms and marriages performed by licence,
or not within the walls of the parish-church ;
2ndly. Two third parts of all legacies bequeathed
for pious and charitable purposes, which, by a
royal order, dated 5th Sept. 1786, were made
applicable to the Royal Hospital and Found-
ling of Lisbon; 3rdly. All property escheated
to the crown, or such as may be unclaimed for
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the want of legal heirs, which, from time im-
memeorial, has been applied to the redemption
of captives, together with such other items as
are made applicable to the same purpose by the
law of December 4, 1775 ; 4thly. The tenth of
the revenues of property belonging to Brother-
hoods and.other religious Fraternities, which
rate shall be duly collected by the local magis-
trates, who are to be empowered to audit and
pass their accounts; S5thly. One per cent on
the rents of all estates, houses, gardens, and
other leased or rented property, belonging to
convents and monasteries, which shall carefully
be collected in by the bishops, or superior au-
thorities of the provinces ; 6thly. A fine or fee,
fixed by the respective cliapter, and payable by
every person obtaining the order of Christ, or
any other special honours and distinctions from
the sovereign ; finally, half per cent payable by
all persons renting any branch of the public
revenue, or purchasing or occupying national
domains, or other property belonging to the
state.

Agrr. 30. The directors of the said Charitable
Fund shall also be authorized to sue for, and
cellect in, all legacies and bequests which may
be assigned to it, by pious and charitable bene-
factors. :

ART. .:31. In order to ensure the strict ob-
e
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servance of the laws so enacted, and with a
- view also to promote, by every possible means,
the good treatment, moral improvement, and
successive emancipation of slaves, there shall
be established, in the capital of each province, a
Superior Council or Board for the special pro-
tection and trial of slaves, composed of the
president of the province; the bishop, and in
defect thereof, a clergyman of the highest rank
and dignity ; the first magistrate and two other
members, to be chosen by the government
among the most eligible residents. The presi-
dent of the province and bishop shall preside in
turns, and succeed each other every month.

'Arr. 32. In addition to the aforesaid Council,
or Board, there shall be ‘established, in each
town and agricultural district, an inferior Board,
composed of the parish-curate, the military
commander, an alderman, or civil magistrate,
-and one or two persons selected by the Superior
Council from among the most respectable and
virtuous citizens. This inferior Board shall try,
in a summary manner, and decide all causes
and complaints submitted to it, and an appeal
therefrom shall be had to the Superior Board,
whose sentence shall be final. The masters
and head officers of the Brotherhoods and
Fraternities, instituted for men of colour and
existing in the capital, towns and agricultural
districts, are, by virtue of their office and ap-
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pointment, the natural protectors, advisers and
advocates of slaves, and as such are to be heard -
and respected.

I here submit to you, gentlemen, the outline
on this important subject which the love of my
country, and my zeal in the cause of justice and
Christian piety, have suggested to me. The
duty now devolves on you to examine, corret
and complete the scanty and hasty sketch I
have hastened to lay before this Assembly,
whilst te me is left the pleasure and satisfaction
of having been fortunate enough to call your
attention to so weighty and urgent a matter. Our
extended and almost boundless country, situ-
ated in the most beautiful and temperate
climate of the universe, gifted with the greatest
natural fertility, rich in numerous productions
of its own, and suited to the introduction of an
infinite number of others—alike free from the
frosts of Europe and the burning heats of
Africa and India, may, and ought to, be civil-
ized and cultivated without the anxious and
severe fatigues felt in other hemispheres, and
without the aid of these forced and over-refined
arts and commerce, hitherto exclusively confined
to Europe.

Yes, Brazilian legislators and fellow-country-
men ! allow the people uninterruptedly to enjoy
the civil liberty they bave already acquired;
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extend public instruction and morality among
them ; labour to advance our agriculture, to
develope and encourage our industry and me-
chanic arts ; increase and improve our roads
and inland navigation ; endeavour also to add
to the free population, by at once removing the
poisonous cancer that preys on the vitals of the
country and weakens our military strength—a
strength so necessary under existing circum-
stances—in short, be yourselves just, faithful
and patriotic, and soon shall we see the land of
our forefathers happy, powerful and prosperous. .
Nature has done every thing in our favour, yet
little have we done to deserve her bounty, or
second her efforts. Our lands chiefly lie idle
and neglected, and the few we have already
located and dug up, are badly cultivated. and
prepared, because the labour employed upon
them is performed by compulsion, and our
rural implements wielded by indolent hands.
Our numerous mines, through the want of
active and intelligent workmen, are either un-
known, or yield inadequate profits ; our majestic
and venerable forests gradually disappear, want-
only sacrifieed to the flames, or the destructive
axe of ignorance and egotism; our hills and
mountains are daily laid bare, and, in the
course of time, we shall have to regret the
absence of fertilizing rains, so favourable to
vegetation and so tributary to our streams and
rivers, without which, in the course of a few
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ages, our beautiful country will be assimilated
to the arid plains and deserts of Lybia. Then,
it is, that the fatal and dreaded day will arrive,
when, if we are not prepared, outraged nature
will be avenged for the errors and crimes com-
mitted on our land.

- Awaken from your slumbers, therefore, Legis-
lators of this vast empire of Brazil! It is now
time that we should arise and. shake off the
deadly lethargy in which we have been sunk for
so many ages. You know, gentlemen, nay ex-
perience has fully convinced you, that we can
never prosper—never enjoy the advantages of a
“real and secure industry—of an enlarged. and
flourishing agriculture, as long as we avail our-
selves of aid and assistance derived from raw
and depraved slaves. Both reason and ex-
perience have proved that substantial riches are
only to be found where freedom and justice
prevail, and never where captivityand corruption
are seen triumphant. If the evil has been un-
guardedly done and the crime already commit-
ted by our thoughtless ancestors, do .not let us
go on, gentlemen, increasing the baneful effects,
by ‘every day adding to the number of our do-
mestic enemies—to the number of those luckless
and unhappy beings, who have no tie upon us—
nothing to lose and every thing to hope from a
revolution, similar to the one that so long filled
St. Domingo with horrors. Listen to and pity,
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I again beseech you, the groans of our beloved
country, which implores your aid and pro-
tection. Let us resolve to fight manfully in
favour of reason and humanity—in favour of
‘our own interests. In vain, let the rantings
and revilings of avarice and selfishness be
directed against us. Let the wicked indignation
and discordant cries of those interested in the
perpetuatxon of slavery, rather impel us on to
triumph, by following the straight path of true
policy, traced out by reason and morality.

And ye, traffickers in human flesh; ye, un-
just and cruel owners of slaves, listen, with
shame and repentance, if ye have no country
of your own, to theimperious calls of conscience
and the cries of suffering humanity, otherwise,
possibly’ earlier than ye imagine, ye will have to
suffer terribly for your obstinate blindness and
insatiable avarice, for if the punishment of
heaven is sometimes slow, it is always sure and
unerring. Which of ye, in the age in which we
live, is fool-bardy and inconsiderate enough not
to know, that the perpetual slavery ye seek to
uphold is not only opposed to precepts of the
gospel and the dictates of sound policy, but
also at variance with your future interests, if
only well understood, as well as the personal
security and tranquillity of yourselves and
children ?
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Generous citizens of Brazil! ye sincere lovers
of your country, keep in mind that, without the
total abolition of the abominable traffic in Afri-
can slaves, and-without the careful and suc-
cessive emancipation of the bondmen already
suffering among us, Brazil will never be able to
secure her freedom and national independence ;
her sons will never succeed in firmly raising
and defending the liberal constitution they have
gained ; the various casts, by which our popu-
lation is chequered, will never be trained and
made useful members of society, and we shall
" never have it in our power to form, as we are
imperiously called upon to do, a gallant army
" and a flourishing navy. Without individual
freedom, civilization and solid riches can never
exist; without it, morality and justice are mere
names; and, where morality and justice are
not practiced, there can be neither gallantry,
strength nor power among nations.
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APPENDIX.

STATE PAPER.

TREATY FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE
SLAVE-TRADE.

In the Name of the Most High and Indivisible Trinity.

The separation of the empire of Brazil from the kingdom of
Portugal having put his Britannic Majesty in a situation to re-
claim the execution, on the part of his Most Faithful Majesty,
of the treaties concluded with the Court of Lisbon, on the 22d
of January, 1815, and the 28th July, 1817, which prohibit the
exportation of slaves from the coast of Africa to foreign coun-"
tries; and his majesty the Emperor of Brazil desiring to put
an end to the trade in slaves, satisfying by such conduct the
sentiments of his own heart, and the wishes and desires
manifested in this respect by all the Sovereigns and Govern-
ments of civilized nations, and very particularly those manifested
by his Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland; their said Majesties the Emperor of Brazil and
the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
have resolved to adopt and arrange in the present Treaty the
most efficacious means to suppress the illicit commerce in slaves
on the part of their respective subjects, as likewise to bring
about the final Abolition of the Slave Trade in the shortest space
of time possible. In consequence of these principles the two
High Contracting Parties have nominated as their Plenipoten-
tiaries, to wit, &c.

Art. 1. Four years after the exchange of the ratifications of
the present treaty, it shall not be lawful for the subjects of the
Empire of Brazil to carry on the trade of slaves on the coast of

Africa under any pretext or in any manner whatever.
. H,
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Art. II. The object of this Treaty, on the part of the twe
Governments, being to oppose mutually the trade in slaves, the
two High Contracting Parties declare that they shall consider
any trading in slaves to be piracy carried on under the follow-
ing circumstances :— '

1. In British ships or vessels, either with the flag, or on
account of English subjects in any ship or under any flag.

2. In Brazilian vessels, or with the Brazil flag, or on
account of Brazilian subjects in any vessel, or under any flag,
according to the conditions stipulated in the first article of
this Treaty.

3. Under the Brazil or English flag, on account of the sub-
jects of any other Government.

4. By any Brazil vessels destined to any port without the
limits of the Empire.

Art. III. The territories in which, according to this Treaty,
the traffic in slaves is permitted for the space of four years, to
the subjects of his Imperial Majesty, are—

" 1. The territories of the Crown of Portugal, on the coast of
Africa, to the south of the Equator—viz. on the eastern coast
of Africa, the territory comprehended between Cape Delgado
and the Bay of Lorenzo Marques ; and on the western ‘coast,
all the territory comprehended between the 8th and 18th degree
of south latitude.

2. The territories on the coast of Africa to the south of the
Equator, over which the Crown of Portugal has declared its
right——namely, the territories of Molembo and of Cabinda, on
the western coast of Afriea, from the degree 5. 12 minutes, to
the 8th degree south latitude.

Art. IV. His Imperial Majesty, in accordance with the spirit
of the present Treaty, shall adopt all the means that may
appear the most efficacious to carry into entire and complete
effect the laudable objects which the High Contracting Parties
have in view. '

Art. V. Determines the formula of the passports.

Art VI. The navigation shall be direct from Brazil to the
port mentioned in the pass; ort, and the vessgls shall return to
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the same port whence they sailed, without touching at any .
other port.

Art. VII. No vessel shall sail till the proprietor or the
master present a certificate of the register.

Art. VIII. The High Contracting Parties, the better to-
attain the proposed end of preventing all illicit commerce in
glaves by their respective subjects, mutually consent that the
ships of war of both nations, which shall be for that end pro-
vided with special instructions, of which mention shall be made
below, may visit the merchant ships of both nations, when they
have reasonable ground to suspect that they have on board
slaves obtained by illicit trade. The same ships of war shall
be empowered (not only in cases provided for in the 6th article
of this treaty, or when in fact there are slaves on board) to de-
tain and carry into port such vessels for the purpose of having
them judged by the tribunals established for that purpose, as
shall be afterwards declared ; it being well understood that the
Commanders of both the Imperial and Royal ships, who
may execute this commission, shall observe strictly and:a.oqu.
rately the instructions with which they shall be provided for
that purpose. This article being entirely reciprocal, the two
Contracting Parties become bound to each other to grant an
indemnity for the losses which their respective subjects may
suffer unjustly by arbitrary detention, or detention without
legal cause by their ships; it being likewise well understood,
that the indemnity shall always be at the expence of the Govern-
ment to which the cruizer shall belong which has committed the
act of arbitrary detention. Finally, the search or detention of
slave-ships (as it is declared in this article) shall be limited to
Brazilian or British ships which belong to either the Imperial
or Royal navy, or which shall be provided with special in-
structions annexed to the present treaty.

Art IX. Brazilian or British cruizers shall not be em-
powered to detain any slave-ship on board of which there are
not actually found slaves ; and it shall be necessary, to legalize
the detention of any vessel, that the slaves found on board be
actually carried for traffic, and that those found on board Brazil-
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ian vessels shall have been taken from that part of the coast of
Africa beyond the limits specified in the third article of this
treaty. -

Art.X. All the ships of war of the two nations which in
fature shall be destined to prevent the slave-trade, shall be pro-
vided by their own Government with a copy of the instructions
annexed to this treaty, and which shall be considered an in-
tegral part of it. These instructions shall be written in
Portuguese and English, and prepared for the ships of each of
the two nations by their respective Ministers of Marine. The
two high contracting parties reserve to themselves the power of
changing entirely or in part these instructions, as circumstances
may require ; it being well understood that these said changes
shall not be made without the common agreement and consent
of the two High Contracting Parties.

XI. Two mixed commissions, composed of an equal number
of individuals of the two nations, shall decide upon the detention
of vessels. One shall reside in Brazil, and the other in the
dominions of his Britannic Majesty. Each of the two govern-
ments shall declare, in the act of the exchange of ratifications,
what is to be the place of residence of its respective com-
missioners, and they shall guide themselves by the regulations
and instructions annexed to the present treaty.

Art XII. Makes an enumeration of the instruments annexed
to the treaty, which are—

1. The formula of the passports.

2. Instructions for the ships of war of both nations.

3. The regulations for the mixed commissions.

Art. XIII. Stipulates for the exchange of ratifications at
London, in the space of four months, if possible.

Done at Rio de Janeiro, Oct. 18, 1825.

N.B. The ratifications of the above treaty have not hitherto
been received in England.

»
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