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Paul S. Landau
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Associate Professor of History
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Office: 2132 Taliaferro Hall


College Park, Maryland, 20742


w: (301) 405-4291 


e: PLandau@umd.edu

Research Fellow


University of Johannesburg, South Africa


Co-editor, The African Historical Review (Pretoria)

Education: 
Ph.D., Hist., 1992, University of Wisconsin - Madison.  



Major: Africa; Minor: Comparative World History.  Dir.: Jan Vansina.



M.A., Hist., 1986, University of Wisconsin - Madison.  Minor: Af. Studs.



 Dir.: Steven Feierman.


B.A., 1984, Wesleyan University, cum laude, honors in history.

Teaching: 
University of Maryland at College Park, 1999–present, Assoc. Prof.



Yale University, 1995-98 (Asst. Prof.), 1998–9 (Assoc. Prof.)



University of New Hampshire, 1992–1995, 3-yr. appt.

Research experience:


Botswana: 10/88-6/89 and 1/90-8/90, 10&11/97:



Field research, Serowe and Tswapong Hills; archival research, Gaborone and Serowe


South Africa: 6/95, 7&8/96, 11/97-4/98; 11/10; 6-7/11; 9–10/11, archival & oral historical


Kenya: 7/00, oral


Zimbabwe: 5&6/01, archival


Britain: 9/89-1/90, 10/90-1/91, 7/93-8/93, 7/99, 12/03, archival 

Language skills: Setswana (Botswana and South Africa), French, Zulu (South Africa).

Books written and edited

(ed.) THE POWER OF DOUBT. Essays in Honor of David P. Henige. Introduction, “How do we know?” pp. 1-21. Madison: Parallel Press, 2011.

POPULAR POLITICS IN THE HISTORY OF SOUTH AFRICA, 1400 to 1948.  New York: Cambridge University Press, September, 2010.  Simultaneously released in paperback as part of the “Cambridge Africa Collection,” for the African/South African market.  (Finalist for the Herskovits Prize of the African Studies Association for the best work in African Studies in 2010.)
(ed.) IMAGES AND EMPIRES. Visuality in Colonial and Postcolonial Africa.  Edited with Deborah Kaspin.  Introduction by Landau.  Berkeley: Univ. of Cal. Press, 2002.

THE REALM OF THE WORD.  Language, Gender, and Christianity in a Southern African Kingdom.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1995.  (Finalist for the Herskovits Prize of the African Studies Association for the best work in African Studies in 1995.)

Book in progress

Operation M: The FIRST ATTEMPT to Overthrow the South African Government, 1959–64 (Ms. in preparation)

Major contributions to peer-reviewed compendia:
In progress: “African Identities and the Colonial Index: Groupism or History?” Princeton Reader in Atlantic History, ed. Joseph Miller.
“Transformations in Consciousness,” Chapter 8, in The Cambridge History of South Africa, 2 Vols. (Vol. 1, from Early Times to 1885), edited by Carolyn Hamilton, Bernard Mbenga, and Robert Ross (Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 392–448.

 “Language,” Chapter 10, in Missions and Empire, ed. Norman Etherington, a volume in the Oxford History of the British Empire, Companion Series (edited by Wm. Roger Louis), pp. 194–215.  Oxford Univ. Press, 2005. First presented at Basel, Switzerland, Dec. 11–12, 2003.  Paperback, 2007.

Articles and review essays in peer-refereed journals

“The ANC, MK, and the ‘Turn to Violence,’ 1960–2.” South African Historical Journal, i-First availability.
“Jack the Ripper in South Africa?” Review essay devoted to Charles van Onselen. South African Historical Journal, 61, 1 (March, 2009), 187–201.

“Hegemony and Resistance in J. and J.L. Comaroff’s Of Revelation and Revolution,” Review essay,

 Africa (Journal of the International Africa Institute) 70, 3 (2000), 501-519.

“The Spirit of God, Pigs and Demons: the ‘Samuelites’ of Southern Africa.” Journal of Religion in Africa 29, 3 (1999), 313-40.

“‘Religion’ and Christian Conversion in African History: A New Model.” Journal of Religious History, 23, 1 (Special Issue: Africans Meeting Missionaries; February 1999), 8-30.  Winner of the Bruce Mansfield Prize for best article in a two-year period.

“Explaining Surgical Evangelism in Southern Africa: Teeth, Pain, and Faith.” Journal of African History, 37, 2 (1996), 261-81.

“The Illumination of Christ in the Kalahari Desert.” Representations, 45 (Winter 1994), 25-39.

“When Rain Falls: Rainmaking and Community in a Tswana Village, ca. 1870 to Recent Times.” International Journal of African Historical Studies, 26, 1 (Jan. 1993), 1-29.

“Preacher, Chief and Prophetess: Moruti Seakgano in the Ngwato Kingdom, Botswana.”

Journal of Southern African Studies, 17, 1 (March, 1991), 1-22.

Peer-reviewed chapters, and essays, in published, edited anthologies

Forthcoming: “‘Johannesburg in Flames’: The 1918 Shilling Campaign, Abantu-Batho, and Early African Nationalism in South Africa,” in Peter Limb, ed., Abantu-Batho and the African National Congress. Johannesburg: Univ. of Witwatersrand Press, forthcoming in 2012.
“Robert Moffat and the Invention of Christianity in South Africa,” in Heather Sharkey (ed.), Unexpected Consequences (subtitle: of Christian Missions in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia). Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, forthcoming in 2012.
Other published work in anthologies and other media, excluding electronic media

In progress: Editor, Special Issue, African Historical Review: Xenophobic Violence and Witchcraft in Southern Africa (Issue 2, 2012).
“Tshekedi Khama,” for Dictionary of African Biography, ed. Emmanuel Akyeampong and Henry L. Gates (Oxford, forthcoming).

“‘How do you know?’ An Introduction to David Henige,” pp. 1-21, The Power of Doubt: Essays in Honor of David P. Henige (ed. Paul Landau). Madison: Parallel Press, 2011.

“Triumph over the Tribe,” Mail & Guardian (South Africa), Feb. 23, 2011. Also published on line at Mail&Guardian.ac.za.
“The Image of Christ in the Kalahari Desert,” as republished (redacted) in Elizabeth Edwards and Khashik Bhaumik, eds. Visual Sense: A Cultural Reader. New York: Berg, 2009.

“An Amazing Distance: Pictures and People in Africa,” Introduction for Images and Empires, ed. Landau and Kaspin (Univ. of California Press, 2002), 1–40. (Deborah Kaspin and I were peer reviewers and editors, including each others’.)
“Photography and Colonial Administration in Africa,” in Images and Empires, ed. Landau and Kaspin, 140-171.

“Hunting with Gun and Camera,” in The Colonising Camera: Photography in the Making of Namibian History, Patricia Hayes, Wofram Hartmann, and Jeremy Sylvester, eds. (Ohio University Press, 1998), 151-155 (quarto-pages).

“Khama the Great and Seretse,” an entry in John Middleton, ed., The Encyclopoedia of Sub-Saharan Africa (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1997).

“Truth, Falsehood, and Thinking Between: Histories of Affiliation and Ethnogenesis,” in Jan

Vansina and Caroline Keyes Adenaike, eds., In Pursuit of History: Fieldwork in Africa (Portsmouth: Heinemann, 1996), 75-93.

“With Gun and Camera in South Africa:  Constructing the Image of Bushmen, ca. 1880– 1940.” Pippa Skotnes, ed., Miscast: Negotiating the Presence of Bushmen, South African National Gallery, 1996.

“Revelation, Illumination and the Image of Christ in the Kgalagadi,” in Robert W. Harms, Joseph C. Miller, David S. Newbury, and Michele D. Wagner, eds., Paths Toward the African Past: African Historical Essays in Honor of Jan Vansina (Atlanta: ASA Press, 1994).

“Bushmen and Coca-Cola,” The Southern African Review of Books, March/April 1995, 8-9 (folio).

“Rolling in the Firehouse: Riots, race and reflections on some recent books about the United States,” review essay of six books, The Southern African Review of Books, May/June 1993.

“The Persecution of Ruth and Seretse Khama,” review essay of Michael Dutfield, A Marriage of Inconvenience (London: 1991), The Southern African Review of Books, Jan./Feb. 1991.

Electronic media / electronic essays

Author interview, SAFM (national South African radio station), on Popular Politics in the History of South Africa, 1400 to 1948, Sunday April 24th, 2011.

“Triumph over the Tribe,” Mail & Guardian (South Africa), Feb. 23, 2011, http://mg.co.za/article/2011-02-23-triumph-over-the-tribe/
Peter Limb interview with me, Episode 46, “Africa Past and Present,” Podcast (http://afripod.aodl.org/tag/paul-landau/), permanently posted from 10 Nov., 2010.

“Photography and Colonial Vision,” publicly posted, edited web-based text, for “Africa Forum,” on H-Africa (www.h–net.msu.edu/˜Africa), published July 1999-2001, 2001-present.

Book Reviews (e.=web journal or H-Net), all others in print

Review of Richard Werbner, Holy Hustlers, Schism, and Prophecy: Apostolic Reform in Botswana, and the film included, Holy Hustlers (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011, forthcoming in History of Religions (Chicago).
Review of Elizabeth Eldredge, Power in colonial Africa: conflict and discourse in Lesotho, 1870-1960 (Madison: UW Press, 2008), Canadian Journal of African Studies, 45, 1 (2011).
Review of Liz Kriel, The ‘Malaboch’ books: Kgalusˇi in the ‘civilization of the written word’ (Franz Steiner Verlag, 2009), for South African Historical Journal, 62, 2 (2010).

e Review of Jean Comaroff, John L. Comaroff and Deborah James, eds., Picturing the Past: The Photography of Isaac Schapera.  Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2006.  H-Africa, H-Net, Dec. 2009.

Review of Patrick Harries, Butterflies and Barbarians: Swiss Missionaries and Systems of Knowledge in South-east Africa (Oxford: Currey, 2007), The American Historical Review, 114, 2 (April, 2009), 423–4.

Review of Lynette Jackson, Surfacing Up: Psychiatry and Social Order in Colonial Zimbabwe, 1908–1968, for The American Historical Review, 112, 4 (Oct., 2007), 1290–1.

Review of Part Themba Mgadla and Stephen Voltz, eds, Letters to Mahoko a Bechuana (Van Riebeeck Society editions, 2006), in African Historical Review (Taylor-Francis, UNISA), 39, 2 (2007), “Reviews.” 

Review of Julie Livingston, Debility and the Moral Imagination in Botswana (Indiana Univ. Press, 2006), for the South African Historical Journal, 57 (2007), 269–71.

Review of Annie Coombes, Building Post-Apartheid: Monuments and Memorials in South Africa (Routledge, 2003), in KLEO: A Journal of Historical Studies from Africa (now Af. Hist. Rev., above), 38, 1 (2006), 106-8.

Four-scholar featured review, “John Iliffe’s Honour in African History,” in the South African Historical Journal, 56 (Mar. 2006), 261–4.

Review of Isabel Hofmeyr, The Portable Bunyan: A Transnational History of the Pilgrim’s Progress (Princeton, 2004), Int. Journ. of Af. Historical Studies (2005), 355-7.

Review of Robert Aldrich, Colonialism and Homosexuality (Routledge, 2002), The American Historical Review, June 2004, pp. 866-7.
Review of Zole Maseko’s film, The Return of Sara Baartman (2002), for The International Journal of African Historical Studies, July 2004, 138-40.
Review of Paul la Hausse de Lalouvière, Restless Identities: Signatures of Nationalism, Zulu Ethnicity and History in the Lives of Petros Lamula (c. 1881–1948) and Lymon Maling (1889–c.1936) (Piet.: Univ. of Natal Press, 2000), The Journal of African History, 45, 1 (2004).

e Review of Norman Etherington, The Great Treks: The Transformation of Southern Africa, 1815-1854 (London: Longman, 2001), for H-SAFRICA Nov. 16th, 2003 (permanently posted).
“Christian missions in the British Empire and elsewhere,” review of Holger B. Hansen and Michael Twaddle, eds., Christian Missionaries and the State in the Third World (Ohio: Athens, 2002), for The Journal of African History, 44, 3 (2003), 507-8.

e Review of Marc Epprecht, “This Matter of the Women is Getting Very Bad”: Gender, Development and Politics in Colonial Lesotho (Univ. of Natal Press, 2000), for H-AFRICA online (Nov. 2002).

Review of John de Gruchy, The London Missionary Society in Southern Africa, 1799-1999 (Athens, OH: Ohio Univ. Press, 2000),  The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 33, 2 (2000), 390-3.
Review of Bernth Lindfors, ed., Africans on Stage: Studies in Ethnological Show Business (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1999), The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 32, 2-3 (1999), 427-30.
e  Review of Carolyn Hamilton, Terrific Majesty: The Powers of Shaka Zulu and the Limits of Historical Invention (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U. Press, 1998), African Studies Quarterly, 1999.

Review of Bettina Schmidt, Creating Order: Culture as Politics in 19th and 20th Century South Africa (The Hague: 1996), The Journal of African History, 39, 4 (1998), 481-83.
Review of  Jock McCulloch, Colonial Psychiatry and the African Mind (Cambridge: CUP, 1995), in Social History of Medicine, 9, 3 (1996), 494-6.

Review of Pauline Peters, Dividing the Commons: Politics, Policy, and Culture in Botswana (Virginia, 1994), The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 29, 2 (1997), 384-6.

Review of David Chidester, Religions of South Africa (Routledge, 1992), Journal of Southern

African Studies, 20, 4 (Dec. 1994), 681-3.

Review of Megan Biesele, Women Like Meat: The Kalahari Ju/’Hoan (Indian Univ. Press, 1993), The International Journal of African Historical Studies, 27, 3 (1994), 673-6.

Review of Rob Gordon, The Bushman Myth: The Making of a Namibian Underclass (Boulder, Col.: 1994), The Southern African Review of Books, August/Sept. 1994.

Papers read at Conferences, in the past 10 yrs.
 i. invited formal public talks; r. invited remarks; i.p. invited papers; p. submitted papers; comm. = commentaries; ch.= panel chair.

i.p. The Rev. John Mackenzie and the notion of the Christian “individual,” to be delivered April 26, 2012, at the University of Erfut, Germany.

i.p. Piggyback invitation, University of Basel, Switzerland, April 24, 2012.

i.p. “Orality and Ethnicization on the South African Highveld in the Nineteenth Century,” at “50/Forward, a half century of African Studies at Wisconsin,” Sat., Ap. 21, 2012.
i.p.  “Moments of Insurgency: Christianity and Secularity in Popular Struggle in South Africa, ca. 1400 to the present,” for the University of Leipzig, Center for Area Studies, “Multiple Secularities, Global Interconnectedness” conference in Leipzig, Germany October 14–16, 2011. 

p. “The ANC, MK, and the ‘Turn to Violence,’ 1960–2,” for “One Hundred Years of the ANC: Debating Liberation Histories and Democracy Today,” conference, Johannesburg, Sept. 21–23, 2011. Solicited for the 2010 special issue (anniversary of the ANC) of the South African Historical Journal.
p. “A Call to Action, in Translation: Abantu-Batho and the July 1918 Shilling ‘Strike’.” For Panel 110, “Whose Terms of Engagement. Popular Politics and African Intellectuals in Early Twentieth Century Southern Africa,” presented at ECAS-4 (Uppsala, Sweden), 15–18 June, 2011.

i.p. “South Africa and the End of Apartheid,” public talk at the Woodrow Wilson Center, History and Public Policy Program, 2 May, 2011.

r. “On hybrid African identities and their meanings,” for a colloquium of Africanists and African Americanist scholars assembled by Sangeetha Madhavan, 25 April, 2011.

p. “Ha-Rutse: From Affiliation to Tribe,” at “Making History: Terence Ranger and African Studies,” conference, at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, October 13–15, 2010.

p. “Health, Welfare, and Politics in Botswana’s Tati Concession: The Contrasting Recommendations of isaac Schapera and Kali John Matsheka,” Social Health Conference in Honor of Steven Feierman, University of Pennsylvania, April 23–24, 2010.

i.p. “Isaac Schapera in the Tati District,” History and Anthropology: Henrika Kucklick’s seminar, University of Pennsylvania, May 10, 2009.

comm. “Art and chiefly creativity,” African Studies Association, November 18, 2008.

p. “Robert Moffat and the Invention of Christianity in South Africa,” “Missionaries in cross-comparative perspective,” Univ. of Pennsylvania, conference, April 10–12, 2008.

ch. Gender and Domesticity in Global Perspective panel for the American Historical Association meeting, December, 2007.

i. “Gender and the Difaqane,” presented at “Power, Gender, and Social Change in Africa and the Diaspora,” Cornell University, April 21-22, 2006. 

i.p. “History before Tribes,” African Seminar, Johns Hopkins, 3 Mar. 06.

ch. Roundtable: “Towards a History of Sexuality in Africa,” with Elias Bongma, Marc Epprecht, Ibrahim Sundiata, and Julie Livingston, African Studies Association, Nov. 9th, 2005.

r. Commentary on Marilyn Lake, “White Men as Women: Images . . . Australia, 1908,” at The Colonial and the Visual, a workshop sponsored by the Center for Historical Studies (UMD), 2005, submitted in absentia.

p. “The Non-ethnicity of Precolonial South Africa,” at the conference, Pre-Colonial History in a Post-Colonial Age: Past and Present in African History, March 11-13, 2005.  Posted online by the University of Wisconsin.
p “The Samuelites of Thaba Nchu and the Transgression of Colonial Borders,” African Studies Association annual meeting, Friday, Nov. 12, 2004.
r.  Presentation at “The Role of Visual Materials in the Teaching and Learning Process,” Faculty Forum, University of Maryland, Monday, Nov. 8, 2004.
p. “Missions and Language,” chapter draft, presented to the Oxford History of the British Empire group, Dec. 13, 2003, Basle, Switzerland.

p. “The Political, the Ethnic, and the Christian: Policing Peasant Movements in 1940s South Africa,” January 10th, 2003, American Society of Church History, Washington, D.C.  (Will become part of chapter 6 of Samuelites).

i. “Was African Political Thought Shoehorned into ‘Religion’ in South Africa?” invited talk, African Studies Series, March 27th, 2003, Columbia University.

i. “Displacements of Identity: Language, Religion and Politics in the Making of Mass Movements in South Africa,” invited talk, Dec. 19th, 2002, University of Basel, Switzerland

p., c. “Displacements of Identity: Language, Religion and Politics in the Making of Mass Movements in South Africa,” African Studies Association, Dec. 5th, 2003, and chair of panel, “Southern African political movements reconsidered: colonial and indigenous categories of knowledge.”

p. “Consciousness,” Conference for contributors to the Cambridge History of South Africa, University of Cape Town, Dec. 10-11, 2002.

comm. “Documentary Photography and the Visual Construction of Society in Southern Africa (1920-1994),” panel, African Studies Association, Dec. 7th, 2002.

i. “Three Ways of Seeing,” invited talk (on visual dreamscapes in colonial photographs, bushman rock art, and “Mami Wata” figures), Skidmore College, Sept. 30, 2002.

p. “The meaning of God in Southern Africa,” invited paper, “Religion in Africa” mini-conference, Brigham Young University, March 15th, 2002.

comm. “Presenting Self and Other in Colonial South Africa,” African Studies Association, Nov. 16, 2001.

p. “Identity and Ethnic Naming: Encoding the Workings of Patrilineal Power,” Canadian African Studies Association meeting, May 28th, 2001, Quebec City.

p. “We request a reply in eight days”: Strategy and Selfhood among the Samuelites of Thaba Nchu, South Africa, 1928-1940,” Pre-Sweet Symposium presentation, Michigan State, Nov. 16th, 2000.

Awards and honors


2011 Finalist (Popular Politics in the History of South Africa, 1400–1948 (CUP: 




2010), for the African Studies Association Herskovits Prize for Best Work in African 


Studies in 2010

University of Johannesburg Research Fellow, 2011–
American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia) research grant, 2011/12

University of Maryland RASA (former GRB) Fellowship: semester leave for research, Fall, 2011

East Asian Studies / curricular development monies, UMD, June 2005


Driskell Center research and travel grant, 2003/4


American Philosophical Association (Philadelphia) research grant, August 2001


Univ. of Maryland General Research Board (GRB) semester research leave, Spring, 2001

Bruce Mansfield Prize (best article in two volumes of the Journal of Religious History), 12/99, 


for “Religion and Christian Conversion in African History”


Univ. of Western Australia, nomination for visiting “Distinguished Africanist” post, 12/99 


(declined)


YCIAS (Yale) Summer Research Fellowship, 1999


Yale University Morse Fellowship (research leave for 1997/8)


1996 Finalist (The Realm of the Word: Language, Gender, and Christianity in a Southern African 


Kingdom), for the African Studies Association Herskovits Prize for Best Work in African 


Studies, 1995

YCIAS (Yale) Summer Research Fellowship, 1996


A. Whitney Griswold Faculty Award, 1996


Research Fellow, African Studies Center, Boston University, 1993-94


University of New Hampshire, Liberal Arts Summer Grant, 1993


University of New Hampshire, Liberal Arts Grant, 1992-93


Fulbright-Hayes Dissertation Research Grant, 1989-90


Fulbright IIE Grant, 1988-89


HEA Title VI, FLAS Fellowship (Zulu), 1985-86


HEA Title VI, FLAS Grant (Tswana), Summer 1985


University of Wisconsin Academic Fellowship, 1984-85 

Memberships, editorships, adjunct appointments and other service positions
Curriculum Design Team faculty member, Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Languages grant project on internationalizing the teacher-education curriculum, with Dr. James Greenberg,

Director, Office of International Initiatives, College of Education, University of Maryland, 2009–10.
Lead editor and co-editor (one of two), The African Historical Review (Pretoria, UNISA), 2009–.  (Previously Kleio, on which I served as an editorial board member from 2005.)
Empaneled reviewer, National Endowment for the Humanities, Ethnographic Film, 2011–

Peer Reviewer, for NRF Appointments, South Africa, 2011– 

Peer Reviewer, international accreditation ratings (History, South Africa), 2008– (two so far)

Co-appt. Associate Professor of African and African-American Studies (AASP), 2004–
Peer Reviewer for Radical History Review, American Historical Review, JAAR, Cultural Anthropology, Cultural and Social History, African Historical Review, and other religious studies, Africanist, and colonial/imperial history journals
Peer Reviewer of manuscripts and submissions for Heinemann Social History of Africa Series, Palgrave Macmillan, Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado, and Oxford University Press

Reviewer of Applications for funding for RASA (GRB) academic semester grants for the University of Maryland, 2009-10

Occasional reviewer of Applications for funding from the Driskell Center of UMD

Member, Writer’s Guild of America (East)

Member, African Studies Association (ASA)
Member, American Historical Association

Editorial board, Journal of Religious History (2002–8)

Member, Board of Acquisitions, African, Pacific and American Arts, Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore, Maryland (2005–7)

