SJUDAISM

A QUARTERLY JOURNAL

Volume 16 | Number 2 | Spring 1967

Jewishness—The Felt Ambiguity RICHARD J. FEIN

The Shulhan ‘Aruk: Enduring Code of Jewish Law
ISADORE TWERSKY

Traditional Judaism and Birth Gontrol ALAN F. GUTTMACHER
Man and His World in the Perspective of Judaism
EMIL L. FACKENHEIM
Fundamental Principles of Jewish Education in the
Light of the Halachah Z. E. KURZWEIL
The Rabbi on Campus RICHARD J. ISRAEL

The Puritans of Massachusetts: From Egypt
to the Promised Land TRUMAN NELSON

CURRENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE
Symposia LOUIS JACOBS

FROM ALL THEIR HABITATIONS
Voices from the Sephardic Diaspora EDOUARD RODITI

COMMUNICATIONS
from Gilbert Kollin, Immanuel Jakobovits, Aharon

Lichtenstein, Abraham Finkel, Steven S. Schwarzschild,
Rael Jean Isaac, Hans Falck

REVIEWS

After Auschwitz, by Richard L. Rubenstein-
ARNOLD JACOB WOLF
Tenai b’Nissuin uve-Get, by Eliezer Berkovits  DAVID L. SILVER
The Rabbis’ Bible, by Solomon Simon &
Morrison David Bial MAURICE SAMUEL
Popes from the Ghetto, by Joachim Prinz;
The Popes and the Jews in the Middle Ages,
by Edward A. Synan; and
Pius XII and the Third Reich, by Saul Friedlinder
‘ JAMES PARKES
Pesikta de Rav Kahana, edited by Bernard Mandelbaum
BARUCH LEVINE
Urban Civilization in Pre-Crusade Europe
by Irving A. Agus PAUL VISHNY
Johannes Reuchlin und sein Kampf, by Max Brod
HERBERT A. STRAUSS




R e

The Shulhan ‘Aruk:
Enduring Code of Jewish Law

ISADORE TWERSKY

Shulhan ‘Aruk, A TERM TAKEN OVER FROM
early rabbinic exegesis in the Midrash! and applied to one of the most
influential, truly epochal literary creations of Jewish history, has a double
or even triple meaning, and its use therefore necessitates precise definition
or description. Shulhan ‘druk is the title given by R. Joseph Karo (1488-
1575) to a brief, four-part code of Jewish law which was published in
1565-66, just over four hundred years ago. Shulhan ‘Aruk also designates
a composite, collaborative work, combining this original text of R.
Joseph Karo, a Spanish emigré from Toledo (1492) who lived and
studied in Turkey and finally settled in Palestine in a period of turbu-
lence and instability and apocalyptic stirrings, with the detailed glosses
—both strictures and supplements—of R. Moses Isserles (c. 1525-1572), a
well-to-do Polish scholar, proud of his Germanic background, who studied
in Lublin and became de facto chief rabbi of Cracow in a period of
relative stability and tranquillity. This unpremeditated literary symbiosis
then generated a spate of commentaries and supercommentaries, brief
or expansive, defensive or dissenting, from the Sefer Me’irat ‘Enayim of
R. Joshua Falk and the Sefer Siftei Kohen of R. Shabbetai ha-Kohen to
the Mishnah Berurah of R. Israel Meir ha- Kohen; and the term Shulhan
‘druk continued to be applied to this multi-dimensional, multi-gener-
ational, ever-expanding folio volume—a fact which attests the resiliency
and buoyancy of the Halachic tradition in Judaism. A person must,
therefore, define his frame of reference when he purports to glorify or
vilify, to acclaim or condemn—or, if he is able to avoid value judgments,

l. Mekilta on Exodus 21:1, ed. J. Z. Lauterbach (Philadelphia, 1935), v. III, p. 1:
“ ‘And these are the ordinances which thou shalt set before them.” Arrange them in
proper order before them like a set table (shulhan ’aruk).” See Rashi on this verse,
who adds, “like a table set before a person with everything ready for eating.” Atten-
tion should be paid to the identical use of this phrase in the thirteenth century by
R. Menahem ha-Me'iri to describe his Talmudic opus; see introduction to Bet ha-
Behirah on Berakot (Jerusalem, 1960), p. 31. Also, R. Solomon ibn Adret uses this
metaphor in verbal form in the introduction to his Torat ha-BaByit. _
Leo Baeck, This People Isracl (Philadelphia, 1965), p. 301, suggests another
association: “When Joseph Karo chose his title, he almost certainly had in mind
that psalm which begins, ‘He Who is my shepherd; 1 shall not want’ and continues,
"Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies’ (Ps. 28):"

ISADORE TWERSKY is Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and Chair-
man of the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Literatures at Harvard
University.
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